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Abstract 
!
Our world has been changing rapidly during the last two decades. Such processes as 
globalization and internalization are the key factors contributing to this development. As 
a result, existing problems of our planet have aggravated and many more appeared. The 
problem of climate change has acquired unfavourable features. Consequently, 
researchers around the world have started to predict the future of our planet and the 
issue of climate change has become an increasingly important theme in the mass media 
sphere. 
!
It is a fact that the mass media is an important mediator (Painter, 2011) between 
researchers and people. Thus, public awareness in terms of some issues strongly 
depends on curiosity and honesty of journalists. That is why, I have decided to analyze 
climate change in the media. Precisely, I focus on the Russian journalism in order to 
explore the main characteristics of the climate change problematics representation in 
Russia. In other words, I am interested in the amount of attention given to this global 
problem in the Russian press. 
!
Russia is an interesting and also contradictory case of media development. It is 
characterized by researchers as a ‘freedom challenged country’ with consolidation of 
state control within the media sphere (Becker, 2004, p. 140; Ilyichev, 2004; Sharmina et 
al., 2013; Tynkkynen, 2010). The main feature of the Russian journalism is a daily 
representation of economic and political events, while almost no attention is paid to 
saving the planet propaganda, unlike in some other countries as Finland, Sweden, 
Norway, the UK (Lyytimäki & Tapio, 2009; Poortinga et al., 2011; Ruth et al., 2000). 
Everyday Russians read detailed articles about the President’s and the Prime Minister’s 
activities, about the Parliament’s and MPs’ decisions. But there is very little information 
in the Russian media about the existing environmental issues (Sharmina et al., 2013; 
Wilson Rowe, 2009). 
Within the interpretive methodology I carry out the quantitative and qualitative content 
analyses as well as the comparative study of representation of the global climate change 
issue in different Russian newspapers and their articles. The central theoretical ideas, 
which I consider in this thesis, are scientific concepts about globalization, climate 
change and the mass media. 
!
The data for my research are collected from six popular Russian newspapers, 
specifically from their online versions. They are the following: Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
Gazeta.ru, Argumenti i Fakti, Komsomolskaya Pravda, Kommersant, Izvestia. The 
articles regarding the climate change and global warming issues selected for the 
quantitative analysis encompass the period of five years (2009-2013). Within the 
qualitative part I focus on the articles published in 2013. 
!
The main findings of this study show that generally the climate change issue is present 
on the Russian agenda. However the concern of the six Russian newspapers for the 
global warming issue has declined in 2009-2013. The media discourse analysis has 
shown that in the year 2013 the Russian newspapers focused mainly on economic and 
political issues, strenuously underlining the role of Vladimir Putin in everyday news. At 
the same time, journalists paid much less attention to the themes concerning social and 
environmental problematics. One more conclusion here is that the presence of scientific 
voices in the climate change debate within the coverage by the Russian press is 
undisputable (see Table 3). The most obvious finding that emerged from this study is 
that Russian journalists, when they said their word about the topic, systematically 
published the articles devoted to the scientific nature of climate change as well as paid a 
lot of attention to participation of the international community in the climate policy 
making. Russia’s involvement in the climate change agenda setting is presented in a less 
developed way. Anyway, the journalists emphasize Russian inactivity in the ecological 
safety undertakings.  
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1. Introduction 
!
This study examines climate change-related news coverage through the quantitative and 
qualitative content analyses of the articles published in the six most popular newspapers 
in Russia between 2009 and 2013. The purpose of this thesis was to examine the 
climate-related news articles and to reveal how global climate change was represented 
as well as which sources were quoted and portrayed in the news coverage. This purpose 
was based on my intention to raise a greater environmental concern and responsible 
actions in the Russian society. I do hope that a better understanding of how the mass 
media in my country covers one of the biggest challenges of the modern-day world will 
result in reconsideration of the priorities in the Russian media policy, which will 
ultimately lead to greater individual and political actions taken to halter the causes and 
remediate the effects of global climate change. 
!
According to scientists all over the world (Astahov, 2003; Beili, 2002; Cottle, 2009; 
Sharmina et al., 2013), people should change their way of living in order to preserve our 
planet from a dangerous catastrophe. The researchers say that already today the 
environment of our planet is almost in a state of crisis. The rapid progress of science 
and technology, on the one hand, has improved many aspects of human society, but, on 
the other hand, has worsened the conditions of our existence. The constantly growing 
influence of civilization on the environment is quickly approaching an environmental 
catastrophe. Some scholars (Beili, 2002; Hohrina, 2001; Matson et al., 2010) predict 
that climate change can happen before we run out of fossil resources. Moreover, they 
assume that scientific progress cannot prevent ecological disasters because of the fact 
that new technologies will not replace the natural bio components in the environment. It 
means that the consequences of such transformations as climate change can be 
irreversible (Hohrina, 2001). 
!
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Russian scientist Astahov (2003) points out that an impending global catastrophe has 
become apparent for the international community at the end of the twentieth and 
beginning of the twenty-first century. There is a widespread conviction within the 
scientific community (Astahov, 2003; Beili, 2002; Gruza et al.,1999) that the impact of 
modern society on the environment has reached such a level that it endangers life on the 
planet. This catastrophe is caused by excessive environmental pollution, destruction of 
the ozone layer of the biosphere and the growing instability of climate, desertification of 
the planet, threatening impoverishment of flora and fauna. Moreover, scientists forecast 
the destruction of the biosphere in the middle of the twenty-first century if humanity 
does not change the direction of social and economic developments as well as 
technological ways of nature exploration (Astahov, 2003). 
!
According to Beili (2002, p. 54), the economical growth and technical development 
should stop to be the only purpose of human activities. People need to be aware of 
environmental issues, to know which factors pose a real threat to their health and well-
being. People also need to know who makes the environmentally important decisions. 
In other words, people must be informed about what specific actions have been taken or 
should be taken to solve the issues such as the cessation of cutting down of the most 
valuable forests or safe destruction of chemical weapons. Thus, the main thing is to 
make people know what one can contribute to the improvement of the environmental 
situation not only locally, but also globally (Ibid, pp. 54-55). Beili (2002) also argues 
that the environmental crisis is more or less experienced almost in all countries of the 
world and this problem should be taken under control even more seriously than the 
political and economic crises. Especially it applies to the states which are considered to 
be major industrial countries like Russia.  
!
Russia as an economically advanced country with a developed system of fossil fuels 
export is co-responsible for the possible outcomes of the climate change process. 
Analyzing the role of Russia in the context of climate change, researchers Sharmina, 
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Anderson & Bows-Larkin (2013) consider the country to be a major emitter of 
greenhouse gases. They point out that because of the leading positions in the process of 
global export of gas and oil, Russia remains an influential force in the international 
arena. At the same time, Russia does not have a sufficient climate-related policy or the 
climate-related regulations. Therefore, Russian as well as international geographers 
insist on more active measures of the Russian authorities in the formation of the ‘global 
compensation system’, which will prevent the future aggravation of the global climate 
change issue (Kontratev et al., 2003, pp. 12–13, as cited in Tynkkynen, 2005, p. 183).!
!
Given all these gloomy prospects and current threats, we come to the point of the 
imperative need in global and personal efforts to mitigate the climate change. The 
effectiveness of mitigation efforts is strongly connected with the public understanding 
of the climate change issues, which people gain through the daily news consumption. 
Nowadays, the media are the main source of environmental information for most people 
and they have many important functions such as educational, informational, 
organizational, ideological etc. (Korkonosenko, 2004). The media can provide people 
with diverse information. The attitude which people take to the ecological issues and the 
level of the environmental culture existing in the community depend on the media 
policy. 
!
Painter (2011) emphasizes the importance of the media in the climate change 
communication because most of people are not interested much in professional 
scientific information regarding the climate change issue (e.g. reports of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)). It is often assumed that the ‘facts’ 
of the climate change science are published by news media without any 
misrepresentation. In practice the significant role of reporting articles concerning 
climate change depends on the editorial line of a media organization. With reference to 
the UK media, Poortinga, Spence, Whitmarsh, Capstick & Pidgeon (2011) indicate a 
huge impact of the government on how global warming is represented in the press. It is 
always difficult to identify the main sources of influence on how the problem is covered 
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in the media, but in some cases scholars argue that media organizations do not reflect 
the reality, but follow ideological policy of governments. Moreover, the diverse political 
environment produces the same diverse discourses of the climate change issues. Such a 
controversy in the media often arouses doubts and scepticism about impartial coverage 
of climate change (Poortinga et al., 2011).  
!
In other cases people think sceptically about climate change because the media tend to 
exaggerate the phenomenon (Whitmarsh, 2011). For instance, reporting the climate 
change issues some journalists prefer to present them as a big sensation predicting 
apocalypse or insisting on unchallengeable changes in our environment. Director of the 
Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research Mike Hulme (2006) points out that during 
the last few years the reality of climate change has been constructed into a new kind of 
environmental phenomenon — the phenomenon of the ‘catastrophic’ climate change. 
Therefore, he says, the ‘climate change’ is not understood anymore as something bad or 
incredible. Some modern scientists and journalists do not like a simple term of ‘climate 
change’" and use it only with strong extra adjectives such as ‘chaotic’, ‘irreversible’, 
‘rapid’"in order to alter the public discourse around the climate change issue (Ibid). 
!
In the case of Russia, the insufficient media policy on environmental issues makes 
people suffer from poor or lack of information about serious shifts in climate inside 
their country or globally (Sharmina et al., 2013). Three inherent features can describe 
the Russian media when it comes to the global warming theme. Firstly, the climate 
change agenda and the way in which it is represented in the media directly depend on 
the current government position towards the environmental issues. Secondly, it seems 
that the Russian press covers ecological issues and, specifically, the problem of global 
climate change, only when they can be presented as global catastrophes and disasters. 
Thirdly, as seen in Table 3 (p. 56), Russian journalists in their articles refer to different 
comments and opinions of respected scholars (Kohanova, 2007; Tynkkynen, 2010; 
Wilson Rowe, 2009). 
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Gilens & Hertzman (2000) describe these features as applied to the general concerns for 
news coverage of climate change in the world. The authors mention (2000, p. 383) that 
there is systematic evidence that “financial interests of media owners influence not only 
newspaper editorials but straight news reporting as well”. Also editorial positions 
influence journalists and their stories about climate change (Weingart, Engels & 
Pansegrau, 2000, pp. 265-267). For instance, in the Russian journalistic sphere people 
often claim that a journalist is a part of a ‘big media team’ and he/she strongly depends 
on the ideological policy of the media in question. Journalists cannot make a decision 
regarding any controversial points or arguable situations without approval from their 
superiors. Consequently, these features directly influence not only the quality and values 
of articles, but they also have a great impact on the public perception of the stories made 
by journalists (Korkonosenko, 2004). Additionally, urgent deadlines and space 
restrictions frequently constrain journalists from searching the experts opinion and 
conducting a thorough research (Boykoff & Roberts, 2007, p. 11). As a result, complex 
climate change issues lose their weight and people are led to interpret such stories in a 
simplistic way (Ibid). These characteristics of the Russian press and the climate change 
problem itself have stimulated my interest to explore how the climate change issue is 
represented in different Russian newspapers which belong to different political groups 
and are targeted at different audiences.  
!
1.1 Research objective and research questions 
!
The objective of this thesis is to analyze how the global climate change theme is 
represented in six Russian newspapers. This research can be important to the scientific 
community because it shows the attitudes of the Russian media to the global warming 
issues. In other words, the outcomes of my research can contribute to a better 
understanding of the Russian environmental policy and its influence on the media 
sphere.  
!
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The climate change process is a most important issue within the environmental theme. 
According to Matson, Dietz, Abdalati et al. (2010), this problem appeared two centuries 
ago but now it is reaching the point where" our planet finds itself in a very serious 
danger. Through this MA thesis I hope to once again alert the Russian society and make 
it reconsider their attitude to the global climate change and other environmental issues. 
Conducting my research, I implement two different strategies. For the qualitative 
analysis I examine articles published in 2013 (from 1 January to 31 December). I have 
decided to choose this period because analyzing these rather recent articles, I am able to 
expose the current situation observed in the Russian media regarding the environmental 
issue of global warming, and to make truly valid conclusions. Here I compare my own 
research results with outcomes of studies on climate change carried out by other 
scholars. In the context of the quantitative analysis, the range of the articles selected for 
perusal expands extensively as I cover the material published in 2009-2013 in the top 
six most popular Russian newspapers.  
!
In accordance with the purpose of my research, I have formulated the following 
questions for investigation: 
!
Q1: How is global climate change, an extremely acute problem worldwide, represented 
in the Russian print media? 
Q2: How frequently did the top six most popular Russian newspapers write about global 
climate change in 2009-2013? 
Q3: Do the Russian news media, generally speaking, put global climate change high on 
their agenda  ? 
Q4: What particular topics regarding the global warming issue were covered in the top 
six most popular Russian newspapers in 2013? 
!
It should be noted that Q1 stands for the key-question, while Q2-Q4 develop the matter 
further and signify the main sub-questions. 
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1.2 Structure of the thesis 
!
This thesis is devoted to the climate change news coverage in the Russian media and it 
includes three main parts.  
!
Literature Review characterizes the existing issues in the world environment and 
describes the reasons of changes in climate from a scientific point of view. Likewise, it 
determines the place of global warming in the context of globalization, which is 
currently one of the most important processes of integration influencing different 
spheres of our life. This chapter also contains some information about interrelations 
between the media and the worldwide problem of climate change. These links tell 
directly on people’s perception of the reality. Besides, it is devoted to the previous study 
practice within the Russian press, carried out by Russian and international researchers in 
terms of the climate change issue representation. The very last paragraph of the 
literature review part relates to the Russian media sphere. It characterizes some key 
historical events of the Russian media’s development, which seriously affect the modern 
policy of the Russian press. 
!
Methodology is in the focus of my attention in the second part of the thesis, where I 
explain the overall approach and rationale of the study. Here one can also find a detailed 
description of the data collection as well as a brief presentation of the top six Russian 
newspapers and their basic features. Further I concentrate on different methods and their 
scientific nature as central tools for my analysis. Finally, I try to provide proofs for the 
validity of my research. 
!
Analysis is the key part of the thesis. It comprises both quantitative and qualitative 
content analyses. In the quantitative analysis I examine the number of articles in the 
Russian print media issued in 2009-2013 which mention climate change. Likewise, I 
consider the frequency of references to some other important themes on the Russian 
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agenda in 2013 and compare it with that of the climate change topic. By means of this I 
find out whether the climate change issue plays an important role in the Russian press or 
not. Besides, I monitor the particular sources of information which are broadly used by 
Russian journalists. In other words, I am interested in ‘who gets the voice to speak 
about the climate change issue within the Russian press’. In the context of the 
qualitative analysis I explore the distribution of different climate change topics and their 
place in the Russian newspapers. Within this part I pay attention to certain frames, 
categories and specific themes, which the climate change topic forms. The whole 
analysis shows the attitude of the Russian press towards the process of coverage of the 
climate change theme.  
!
Conclusion highlights the most important findings of my research. Here, I summarize 
the major results of the conducted analysis in order to answer my main research 
question regarding the place of the climate change issue within the Russian media. 
Ultimately, I define the possible ways of further investigation of my theme, which will 
probably make future analyses of the Russian media more profound and useful for the 
scientific community. 
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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2. Literature review 
!
Subchapter below describes the nature, features and basic categories of the global 
warming notion. International researchers have been analyzing this process for many 
years, but lately the scientific majority has concluded: our planet is warming because of 
many aspects, primarily connected with human activities (Beili, 2002; Cottle, 2009; 
Matson et al., 2010). Subchapter 2.2 is devoted to the process of globalization and its 
role in the climate transformations. Subchapter 2.3 focuses on the climate change 
discussion within the media sphere. Last paragraph of this chapter describes the 
historical development of the Russian media sphere. 
!
2.1 Global climate change from the scientific point of view 
!
The majority of people definitely have heard about climate change and some 
transformations of the Earth (UNEP, 2005). People may often discuss this issue with 
their friends or colleagues after reading some articles on climate change, arguing 
whether it is real or a fabrication. Because of the fact that some changes related to the 
environment are very slow and not so strongly pronounced, it is sometimes difficult to 
identify the problem within our normal, usual conditions of life. As a result, people 
suppose that some changes in the environment are not so dangerous for us. However, 
according to the report delivered by the United Nations Environmental Programme, 
some parts of the world, including people and the environment are already being 
severely affected by climate change (Ibid). 
According to Matson et al. (2010), science has made an enormous progress towards 
understanding of the climate change issues. Scientists and researchers around the world 
have been carrying out different kinds of investigations, according to which the Earth is 
getting warmer. However there are still some debates and controversies about the 
warming. Most researchers (Beili, 2002; Hohrina, 2001; Rekacewicz, 2005; Sharmina et 
al., 2013; Shmeleva & Shmelev, 2012) accept the fact that the average temperature of 
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the Earth has been rising. They argue that this process started two centuries ago and it 
was connected with some effects of the industrial revolution. Warming of the planet has 
been continuing for 50 years and it is becoming stronger (UNEP, 2005, p. 4). The 
researchers are deeply convinced that the recent increase in temperature is directly 
connected with such human activities as burning fossil fuels and causes the release of 
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere (Ibid; Matson et al., 2010).   
Greenhouse gases are a complex and important part of the climate change process. 
Considering the scientific description of greenhouse gases, they are a natural part of the 
atmosphere. These gases create invisible borders between the Earth and the atmosphere 
and prevent the disappearance of heat on the Earth. Without these gases the average 
temperature on our planet would decrease up to -20°C (UNEP, 2005, p. 10). However, 
today we come across a serious problem of burning fossil fuels (coal, oil and gas) by 
people in everyday life. What is worse in this context is that the situation has 
deteriorated significantly. Thus, the amount of greenhouse gases has increased, leading 
to the challenge that “the more of these gases there are, the more heat is trapped” (Ibid, 
p. 10). Matson et al. (2010) found out that there is a distinction between natural and 
non-natural greenhouse gases. Naturally occurring greenhouse gases including water 
vapour, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and ozone cause no harm to the 
environment. At the same time, gases originating in industrial processes have other 
elements, which influence the atmosphere badly (Ibid). 
Some people may consider changes in the weather as something uncontrollable and, to 
some extent, something new, but scientists believe that a similar situation took place 
before. Rekacewicz (2005, p. 13) states that “250 million years ago volcanoes in Siberia 
spewed masses of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere”. At that time global warming 
wiped out approximately 95% of all life forms on the planet. Researchers from the 
IPCC have investigated the rocks and made a suggestion that temperature has risen by 
5°C from that time to nowadays. Likewise, they predict that the Earth’s average 
temperature will probably increase by 6°C by the end of the century (Ibid, pp.13-14). 
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Apart from the temperature changes, the global warming issue is closely associated with 
other impacts. Among them is a problem of rising sea levels, when people and 
ecosystems in coastal zones are exposed to higher storm surges and intrusion of salt 
water into freshwater aquifers (Matson et al., 2010; UNEP, 2005). What is more, a 
higher fraction of rainfall may fall in the form of heavy precipitation, increasing the risk 
of flooding. Water availability may decline in many areas that are already drought-prone 
and in areas where rivers are fed by glaciers or snowpack. As a result, snow cover and 
sea ice may decrease. In addition to this, more frequent and intense heat waves may 
appear, which can be a cause for increases in wildfires. All these changes in the 
environment pose serious risks to people as well as to a wide range of environmental 
systems (Kerr, 2007, pp. 189-190; Matson et al., 2010). 
The consequences of climate change are reflected differently from place to place on our 
planet. Researchers (Kerr, 2007; Matson et al., 2010; Moorhead, 2013; UNEP, 2005) are 
still thinking about particular issues, such as how the combination of greenhouse gases 
increases, what reasons might there be for the rise of average temperatures and 
precipitation changes as well as to what extent other climate-related changes may affect 
natural ecosystems in different regions. Richard Kerr (2007) claims that different people 
will adapt differently to the changes in climate, while some will endure them more or 
less easily, others will suffer in earnest. The latter category is likely to be living in low 
latitude countries, where drought is predominant and the economy is based on 
agriculture (Kerr, 2007, p. 190). Likewise, Matson et al. (2010) also have a firm belief 
that “different sectors, populations and regions will vary in their exposure and 
sensitivity to the impacts of these changes”. Thus, according to the scientists, 
developing countries and poor communities without the wealth needed to adapt to the 
obvious changes are more susceptible to the effects of climate change than more 
prosperous countries (Ibid; Kerr, 2007).  
It is popularly believed (Kerr, 2007; Moorhead, 2013; UNEP, 2005) that all the 
problems in developing countries caused by climate change are happening due to the 
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actions made by people in developed countries. Rekacewicz (2005) explains this 
situation historically and points out that developed countries always harmed nature via 
greenhouse gases emissions. According to him, in 2002 the United States ranked first in 
the world with the highest index (20 tonnes) of emissions per capita, while the second 
largest emitter was China. During the last 20 years while the rate of the industrial 
growth had been rapidly increasing in terms of the amount of emissions from Asia on a 
per capita basis, this region had very small quantity of gas emissions in total. Russia 
was the 7th on the list of 50 world’s CO2 emitters with the amount of almost 10 tonnes 
per capita (UNEP, 2005, pp. 14-15). The research of carbon emissions in private sector 
by Moorhead (2013, p. 6), carried out in 2011 has shown that the United States with its 
ExxonMobile and Russia with its major energy company Gazprom ranked the third and 
fourth respectively as companies with increasing amounts of greenhouse gas emissions 
every year. 
While it is not the aim of this thesis to summarize the Russian climate policy, some 
background is offered here to clarify the role of Russia in the context of climate change. 
Russia has a long history of climate change investigations, starting from the scientific 
enquiry by Russian researcher Zyablowski in the early nineteenth century. During the 
later years many Russian scientists, such as Budyko (1979), Chizhevsky (1976), 
Gorshkov (1982), Kondratiev (1983), Molchanov (1961) etc. analyzed the nature of the 
climate and its main features in Russia. Considering the modern period of the Russian 
climate policy, the Russian Federal Service for Hydrometeorology and Environmental 
Monitoring ‘Roshydromet’"has been playing the main role in the climate regulations and 
explorations since 2004 (Shmeleva & Shmelev, 2012, pp. 2-5). 
!
As a matter of fact, Russia is one of the coldest countries in the world and it occupies 
the largest territory of the Earth surface. As far as researchers Sharmina et al. (2013) are 
concerned, the temperatures in Russia will rise more rapidly than in the world on 
average. Precisely, in the period of 1907–2006 the average warming indicator for Russia 
was 1.29◦C compared to 0.75◦C on a global scale (Roshydromet, 2008, as cited in 
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Sharmina et al., 2013). With reference to the Climate Change Assessment Report of 
2008, Russian scientists Shmeleva & Shmelov (2012, p. 4) also speak about a positive 
rise of temperature in Russia. Moreover, Sanderson, Hemming & Betts (2010) warn ‘the 
northern half of Asia’, including Russia, about an increase in temperature up to 6–16◦C 
in comparison with 4◦C worldwide by 2100 (Sanderson et al., 2010, as cited in 
Sharmina et al., 2013). Researchers Gruza, Rankova, Razuvaev & Bulygina (1999) also 
underline the non-uniform climate changes in the Russian Federation territory during 
20th century. They emphasize rising air temperatures, falling amounts of precipitation 
as well as more intense and frequent droughts (Gruza et al., p. 240).  
Taking these factors into account, Russia plays one of the most significant roles in the 
global climate change development. However, according to one of the recent reports 
(Shmelev, 2009), Russia has not yet elaborated a sufficient policy in terms of 
sustainable development in consideration of political, economical and environmental 
factors. Basically, this policy should be focused on modifications of the energy system 
of the Russian Federation (Shmeleva & Shmelev, 2012, p. 6). According to scholars 
(Gruza et al., 1999), changes are still minute to make a conclusion about any absolute 
climate anomalies, but they admit an inevitable impact of these changes in the future. At 
the same time Russia with its place in the international arena can contribute a lot to the 
process of preventing climate change with its unpleasant consequences (Ibid). 
!
All in all, the majority of scientists (Cottle, 2009; Gruza et al., 1999; Matson et al., 
2010; Sharmina et al., 2013) recognize a serious risk caused by climate change which 
both the environment and humanity have to bear. That is why they insist on urgent 
alterations in people’s priorities towards the goal of saving our planet. This process is 
impossible without help from decision makers of all types, including individuals, 
businesses, and governments at all levels. To put it another way, people should start 
practicing effective management in order to avoid some extra climate risks in the future 
(Matson et al., 2010). 
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2.2 Global climate change in the context of globalization 
In many ways our world today is more interconnected than it was 20 years ago. By 
means of versatile technologies people can communicate and be in touch with each 
other even over long distances. It does not matter whether senders and recipients live on 
different continents or even in different hemispheres. Borders between countries and 
societies have already disappeared in the sense of access to information. As a result of 
this fast development of new technologies and changes in people’s perceptions of the 
means of information distribution, our world has become globalized. Anthony Giddens 
(1991, p. 63) supposes that such relations as well as events between regional and remote 
social forms “become correspondingly stretched”. He understands globalization as a 
common network for this stretching process. Likewise, he believes that globalization 
plays a central role in the process of intensification of worldwide social relations (Ibid, 
pp. 63-64). 
!
Usually globalization is understood as a basis for interconnection between different 
societies, individuals, communities, nations and organizations on a global scale (Harvey, 
2003). According to Cottle (2009, p. 1), our world can be characterized as absolutely 
“interdependent and communicated in the flows of information and culture, including 
journalism”. He calls changes on the planet such as climate change, wars and terrorism 
global crises which represent negative features of the globalized world (Ibid). Giddens 
(2002, p. 6) echoes this by saying that “we live in a world of transformations”. He 
assumes that these changes always affect all aspects of our lives while, in general, 
people cannot fully understand it. In other words, the processes of globalization are 
reflected in our daily routine and mean a lot to everyone (Ibid). 
!
Environmental conditions constitute one serious aspect of globalization. On the one 
hand, we live in a world of resistance to catastrophic threats. On the other, this world 
confronts unrealized people’s efforts to save the planet. To put it another way, during a 
long period of time people have been trying to improve their living conditions, but they 
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have failed to do so. Cottle (2009) supposes that people nevertheless can change the 
present state of affairs and suspend the environmental challenges on the planet. 
According to him, the entire population should participate in the process of overcoming 
all sorts of difficulties relying heavily upon democratic structures and technological 
know-how. However, these points are still overlooked. As a consequence, global threats 
have a tendency to increase, spreading their devastating impact on the Earth and people 
(Ibid, pp. 1-2). 
!
People’s inactivity in the process of the climate change stabilization directly or 
indirectly leads to emergence of some other complex crises, which, according to Cottle 
(2009, p. 2), are spread beyond national borders. These crises are caused by civilization 
and include miscellaneous human-induced threats like world poverty, inequalities of 
international trade, food insecurity, water shortage and forced migration. People faced 
these problems in the past, but climate change obviously intensifies them (Ibid, pp. 2-3). 
!
Some years ago debates around global climate change were very rare and only some 
scientists paid attention to this issue. However, since 2007 the situation has changed 
radically. The IPCC published a scientific report, where the most dangerous climate 
change transformations were described. The report concluded: “Warming of the climate 
system is unequivocal, as is now evident from observations of increases in global 
average air and ocean temperatures, widespread melting of snow and ice and rising 
global average sea level” (Ibid, p. 5). After this statement, the environmental debate on 
the global warming issue has become more visible in the media and has also caused an 
uproar in certain political circles. 
!
Little by little, the media started to more widely elucidate various ecological topics, 
publishing pictures and photos of extreme weather events. Some sectors of the news 
media visualized climate change through numbers of stunning images of the Earth taken 
from outer space in order to emphasize the planetary scale of the threat. That is to say, 
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the media began to react globally to the transformations happening in our environment. 
To sum it up, the world has never before confronted so many global threats — the 
circumstances we are in now prove that all things in nature are dependent on one 
another (Cottle, 2009, pp. 3-5). 
!
Sociologist Ulrich Beck claims that globalization influences many different social 
spheres. According to him, globalization refers to economic, technological, political, 
informational, environmental and cultural integration. Furthermore, Beck continues that 
globalization in the world can acquire a truly humane sense only if the policy of 
sustainable development is under consideration. Given this fact, states and their political 
leaders should not only rethink the traditional values of human activities, but also 
proactively seek for the right methods of environment preservation and protection 
(Beck, 2001, pp. 22-25). 
!
The importance of realizing that there is a big danger to humanity was demonstrated at 
the UN Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro (1992), where 
the concept of sustainable development was placed on the agenda of the key issues for 
the twenty-first century. Considering the role of Russia in terms of the ecological policy, 
the Head of the Department of Economic Development Dmitrii Aganin (2004) remarks 
that the concept of sustainable development meets the objective requirements of the 
time and can critically affect the future of Russia. It obviously can play an important 
role in determining the state's priorities, the social and economic development and the 
prospects for further reform of the country. He notices that as Russia has signed the 
document of the UN Conference titled ‘RIO-92’, it is seriously committed to the 
program of worldwide cooperation (Ibid).  
!
The Conference in 1992 was devoted to some general ideas and thoughts in terms of 
sustainable development, while the Kyoto Protocol – an international agreement 
adopted in Kyoto (Japan) in 1997, committed countries to reduce or stabilize the 
!23
greenhouse gas emissions. Speaking about the Russian position towards the protocol, 
co-ordinator of the Russian Climate Programme of the World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) Alexey Kokorin (2003) emphasized that many people working in the energy 
industry supported the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol. They saw potential profit in 
energy efficiency projects with their serious investments which lead to a good 
partnership with Europe as well as form a positive company image. However, Kokorin 
pointed out that there were those who adhered to a contrary opinion about the document 
and the advantages of its adoption. According to him, many assumed that the policy of 
climate change has not been explored sufficiently in Russia to spend money on the 
protocol. Despite these doubts the Kyoto Protocol was signed by Russia and entered 
into force in 2003 (Ibid). After nine years of operating Russia pulled out of the 
agreement.  
2.3 Media and the global climate change issue 
!
As noted previously, the media play a crucial role in providing the climate change-
related information to people. Terhi Rantanen (2002, p. 1) points out that “there is no 
globalization without media and communications”. The main goal of the news coverage 
of climate change is to reflect relevant scientific knowledge regarding the issue in 
accordance with journalistic norms and values. Meanwhile, thoughts on ecological 
issues are affected by particular social contexts. Scientists Boykoff & Roberts (2007) 
argue that formation of the current ecological thinking within a society depends on 
effectiveness of integrating environmental issues in the press. In other words, it depends 
on representation of these themes in the media. Thus, it becomes important to 
comprehensively cover ecological topics offering multifarious points of view. 
According to the researchers, the degree of influence of the media on the ecological 
thinking is widely discussed in the international scientific community (Ibid). 
!
It is obvious that the media are strongly affected by the economic logic. In terms of this, 
McChesney (1999, p. 31) is deeply concerned that the scale of the media companies, 
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their sales revenue, the severity of competition between them, their advertising 
techniques – all this influences the media content. According to him, taking into account 
all these important factors, we can better understand the complex nature of the media 
content production mechanism, on the one hand, and, on the other, see how the latter 
affects the representation of environmental news in the media (Ibid). 
Boykoff & Roberts suggest that over time the media have become a mediator between 
scientific and political discourses as well as public understanding of ecological themes. 
They point out that media participators like editors and journalists construct news 
within a certain landscape. All spheres such as politics, economics and culture are 
involved in this process. Thereby, “socio-political and economic factors have given rise 
to distinct norms and values, which maintain journalistic practices” (Boykoff & 
Roberts, 2007, p. 9). The authors consider this mobilization of power to be complicated, 
often subtle and at the same time contradictory. Besides, they have carried out a survey 
in several developed countries aimed to clarify the particularities of the climate change 
information representation in the national media. It was found out that the majority of 
people got this type of information from daily TV or radio programs, but they did not 
demonstrate any keen interest in it. Thus, journalists and producers should remember 
that their articles and reports are primary sources of the climate change information for 
many people as well as they should not forget about the fact that media coverage of this 
issue encourages coordinated actions between three main groups of any society: 
scientists, politicians and the general public (Ibid). 
!
The aforementioned categories of people are interdependent, whether they want it or 
not. In many cases this interdependence can be utterly favourable but sometimes the 
scenario may not work they way it should. It may well happen that political 
organizations or individuals take media reporting under their control. Thus, the general 
public may be deprived of the opportunity to get some objective and impartial 
judgement on the given situation. But, on the other hand, the general public may also 
make the media serve decently their needs, delivering their messages to the authorities 
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and influencing the decision making process. Boykoff & Roberts (2007, p. 8) believe 
that journalists consider themselves to be rather information than education providers, 
though in practice these two roles may end up being inseparable.!
!
Boykoff & Roberts refer to the work by Carvalho & Burgess where they describe 
dynamic interactive processes happening between science, politics and personal 
perception within the climate change communication. Specifically, the media send some 
message, which firstly disseminates in the public discourse and then reaches a particular 
individual (Carvalho & Burgess, 2005, p. 1458). As it was said before, all people to 
some degree are involved in the process of greenhouse gas emissions via transport 
usage, performing household activities, consuming industrial goods, and according to 
Boykoff & Roberts (2007, p. 9) it is useful for them to be aware of their own role in the 
ongoing environmental changes. People’s willingness to improve their habits or desire 
to refrain from doing so may be perceived by scientists and politicians as some public 
feedback and can form a certain frame. Overall, media coverage of climate change is 
developing within frameworks, prone to political influences and economic regulations. 
The existence and progress of these interactions directly depend on differences between 
cultures, regions and nations. All these factors contribute to the manner of expression of 
those who inform about climate change in the media (Ibid, pp. 8-9). 
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Beside describing the links between the mentioned above four main actors (media, 
science, politics, people) in the media communication, Carvalho & Burgess (2005) have 
made up a scheme of media production and consumption processes in the context of 
climate change, where they identify three phases. The first one is news production, 
which refers to rules, values and norms of journalists and editors built upon economic 
and political regulations. The second one is public discourse, which is a certain area 
where different themes evolve and compete with other subject matters. The third one 
relates to the assessment of people`s engagement in the sphere of climate knowledge. At 
this point difficult issues are raised dealing with reporting of unverified information on 
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climate change and the role of climate change ‘sceptics’ who often paralyze 
advancement in the study of this phenomenon (Carvalho & Burgess, 2005, pp. 
1458-1460).!
As it was said before, involvement of individuals in the climate change communication 
plays a significant role in the process of improving the environmental conditions. 
According to Boykoff & Roberts (2007, p. 3), “people are often demobilized by feelings 
of isolation, hopelessness, powerlessness and lack of public trust”. That is why the 
media as a provider of information should be more accurate with presenting the nature 
of the climate change processes (Ibid). Moreover, Leiserowitz (2006) concludes that the 
climate change stories are necessary to be closely adapted to the needs and 
predispositions of particular audiences. In some cases these messages can directly 
challenge ‘fundamental misconceptions’, in others, they can ‘resonate with strongly 
held values’ (Ibid, p. 64). 
Considering the Russian case, Sharmina et al. (2013) define Russian society as a 
relatively passive and underdeveloped one. The authors see the main reason of the 
existing situation in the paternalistic government, which spreads its rules and principles 
among people with strong control. In other words, environmental initiatives come from 
the government but not from the scientific community or public. Sharmina et al. refer to 
the interview with some Russian scientists, where it is emphasized that usually they do 
not participate in important decision making processes. As a result, according to 
Salmenniemi et al. (as cited in Sharmina et al., 2013), the level of trust to non-
governmental organizations, which have a direct impact on social awareness, is 
significantly low. 
Furthermore, the figures of different surveys conducted by the Levada Analytic Centre, 
the SuperJob Portal and the BBC have showed low involvement of Russian society in 
the climate change problematics. It was found out that the older people are, the more 
distrustful of the global warming issue they prove to be. Finally, about 24% of all 
respondents are not ready to contribute anything important to the process of climate 
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change prevention. In addition to these outcomes, the BBC arranged the annual Global 
News poll, which indicated that only 36% of the Russian respondents in 2009 and 46% 
in 2010 treated global warming ‘as a serious risk’. In comparison with the average 
indication of 56% in the world, the Russian figures still remain low (Sharmina et al., 
2013). 
If to consider the role of the Russian media in the process of climate change coverage, it 
turns out that just 14% of people in Russia refer to the media coverage of environmental 
issues (Kohanova, 2007, as cited in Sharmina et al., 2013). Apart from this, the analysis 
of eco-reporting has showed that in the regions only 2% out of all media organizations 
touch upon environmental themes. According to Sharmina et al. (2013), the majority of 
all national ecology-related publications can be characterized as sensationalism-
oriented. Wilson Rowe (2009) analyzed the Russian newspaper Rossiyskaya Gazeta 
published in 2000-2007 and found only 82 climate change-related articles. Thus, 
roughly 10 articles a year have proved the tendency of the Russian media not to pay due 
attention to the climate change topic (Wilson Rowe, 2009). By and large, climate 
change as a part of a more complex environmental issue is covered inadequately by the 
national and local media in Russia (Sharkova, 2012; Wilson Rowe, 2009).  
The discourse media analysis conducted by Russian scientists Shmeleva & Shmelev in 
2012 presents a number of important aspects of framing the climatic theme within the 
Russian media. The researchers analyzed three Russian newspapers (Rossiyskaya 
Gazeta, Kommersant and Vedomosti) mostly in terms of the number of the climate 
change-related articles published over four years (2004-2008), the frequency of the key 
the word occurrences, the word count statistics, the distribution of articles according to 
the number of word clusters and public debate categories in 2008. Their key words were 
‘climate change’, ‘global warming’ and ‘Kyoto Protocol’. To put it briefly, they found 
out that the lowest number of articles was in 2008 (43 texts in Vedomosti) and highest 
amount was in 2007 (183 articles in Rossiyskaya Gazeta). All three newspapers slightly 
lost their interest in the climate theme by 2008 (Shmeleva & Shmelev, 2012, p. 12). The 
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authors ascertained that the majority of articles were not long reports, having only 
400-600 words (Ibid, p. 13). The chosen articles were divided into categories, where the 
major topics were ‘policy making’ (1st place) and ‘economic and energy interests’ (2nd 
place). Ecological themes were covered with more or less the same frequency as 
cultural and scientific topics, prevailing over the social theme (Shmeleva & Shmelev, 
2012, pp. 16-17). Finally, within the media discourse the researchers created 40 public 
debate categories. Among them the following three categories formed 59% of 
newspapers’ space: ‘Climate change affects people’s well-being’ (23%), ‘Solution of the 
climate change problem’ (16%), ‘Constructive international cooperation is an important 
element of solving the climate problem’ (20%) (Ibid, p. 27). Considering the sources, 
the Government of Russia, the Federal Hydrometeorological Service, the United 
Nations Organization, the European Commission and the World Wide Fund for Nature 
Russia were mentioned in relation to the climate change issue (Ibid, p. 33).!
To sum up, researchers Shmeleva & Shmelev are inclined to believe that the 
achievements of the climate change science in Russia are rather impressive with some 
reservations. They point out that in 2004-2008 the newspapers Vedomosti, Kommersant 
and Rossiyskaya Gazeta were focused mainly on economic, political and energy issues 
within the climate change theme, while social or scientific problems were slightly 
overlooked. It was observed that the number of climate change articles increased when 
the Fourth Assessment Report and the Fifth Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change were published in 2007 and 2008 
respectively. Finally, it is concluded that the government and science actors, with the 
involvement of non-governmental organizations, were central in the climate change policy 
debates in 2008, while the media’s interest was much lower. 
This one as well as some earlier mentioned studies on the Russian media demonstrate 
how poorly Russia’s population is informed about the climate change issue (Sharmina et 
al., 2013; Wilson Rowe, 2009; Shmeleva & Shmelev, 2012). Unlike other researchers, I 
am interested in exploring not only the general situation related to the media 
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representation of climate change in Russia, but also in finding out how it was covered 
by different newspapers in the last five years. 
2.4 Development of the Russian media system 
In the context of this research project, I pay attention to ecological issues within the 
Russian media system. The Russian media constitutes a particular case of a system, 
where historically the state elites have greatly influenced the press. Moreover, professor 
Jonathan Becker (2004) points out that the Putin era has brought mainly negative 
circumstances to the Russian press. With reference to the International Press Institute, 
he found Russia in the list of countries “endangered with becoming repressive” (Ibid, p. 
139). This chapter will be based on the historical classification of the Russian media 
development offered by Russian scientist Ivan Zassoursky. Specific features of each 
period will be described below.  
The Russian press in the period of Perestroika (1985-1991) is characterized by Russian 
professor Ivan Kuznetsov (2002) as a tool of beneficial changes in the country. Social 
and political life in the mid-80s changed dramatically. In other words, the process of 
democratization was launched. Following these transformations the media significantly 
altered, but still remained state-controlled. The Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
(CPSU), the main political actor, headed by Mikhail Gorbachev used the media as a 
propaganda tool for new democratic ideas. Furthermore, following Kuznetsov, despite 
the unsuccessful attempt to update the social system of the state, there was a major 
breakthrough to freedom of the press in the period of Perestroika (Ibid, 2002). 
According to Zassoursky (1999), the development of the Russian media since 
Perestroika can be divided into five periods, including the post-crisis (or ‘new era’ 
period, characterized by significant transformations in the media sphere). Thus, the first 
period lasted until 1990 when the Media Law (a legal act that regulates social relations 
which are directly connected with participants of the media production) was adopted. It 
was a time of reconstruction (Perestroika), when nobody could imagine a truly free and 
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independent press, besides the self-publishing newspapers. However, ‘publicity’ was a 
key word of this period. It allowed people and journalists to speak whatever they 
wanted about, to criticize anybody, even Gorbachev (Ibid). Apart from this, with solid 
state support some Soviet media started openly to judge the military policy and attack 
dissidents, while home news was poorly covered. Particularly, a popular weekly TV 
show Vzglyad offered to its audience plenty of interviews with controversial guests. 
Such activity of the press unfolded an internal critical assessment of Gorbachev’s 
glasnost’ (Gibbs, 1999, pp. 17-18). Becker (2004) also supports the idea of the great 
enthusiasm that the media abounded with in the beginning of the 1990s. He claims that 
despite the still existent limitations and constraints, the Russian press changed its 
previous totalitarian and post-totalitarian regime to democratic political media system 
(Ibid, p. 156). 
The second period called by Zassoursky (1999) the ‘golden age’ of the Russian press 
lasted from 1990 to early 1992. This is a period of the ‘first privatization’ of the media. 
At that time, the authorities provided many media companies with buildings for 
editorial offices on extremely advantageous financial conditions. Thus, the relations 
between the officials and the press, with the exception of some ultra-conservative 
media, became mutually beneficial. As a consequence, in this period, the media 
consolidated their positions to become one of the central state assistants. That is to say, 
journalists started to support the government openly and widely (Ibid). Thomas Wolfe 
(2005) analyzed the Russian media after 1989 and he pointed out that Moskovskie 
novosti was the first media in Russia, which introduced a ground for the culture of 
argument, discussion and unplanned speeches in the context of political journalism. 
According to him, it was an auspicious beginning of the formation of democratic 
politics in the country (Ibid, p. 167). 
In the early nineties the Russian media market was renewed by the updated press, 
improved TV channels and radio stations. According to Zassoursky (1999), media 
organizations began to use models and formats of Western journalism. Considering the 
!31
two central types of Western journalism, Mihailov (2002) points out that in compliance 
with the Euro-continental approach (e.g. Germany and France), journalists in Russia 
were primarily concerned about commentaries and different points of view in 
journalistic performance of a theme, though they did not ignore the method employed in 
the United States and the United Kingdom, where journalists concentrate on ‘getting the 
facts’. In writing was often used so-called ‘inverted pyramid’ model where the most 
important information was presented always in the very beginning (Ibid). 
In Russia journalists professionally tried to separate information from comments. 
Besides, editors started to devote bigger space (up to one page) to particular subject 
matters, while previously it was obligatory to cover different issues on one page. 
Likewise, the radio station Echo of Moscow and some TV channels started to use live 
broadcast, which had not been done in Russia before (Ibid). By and large, Russia started 
to imitate Western experience of journalism on its way towards media democratization. 
The third period, which lasted from 1992 to 1996 is characterized by Zassoursky as the 
period of the formation of the new media system in Russia. It was a time of political 
confrontation and the first economic difficulties of the media (1992-1993). At that 
period the Russian audience changed its preferences to quality press, which covered in 
detail all the processes of the political life of the country. Then (from 1994 to mid-1995) 
temporary political stabilization happened, characterized by rapid growth of the 
commercial press (e.g. Kommersant). Besides, the processes of media concentration in 
the Russian media market began to develop. It was a strategic consolidation of the first 
media giants, such as the Media-Most holding company, owned by Gusinsky and the 
Kommersant publishing house, owned by Yakovlev. And finally (from mid-1995 to 
mid-1996), following the events that happened earlier, string measures were taken to 
form the propaganda system (Zassoursky, 1999).  
After the presidential election in 1996 the fourth phase in the history of the Russian 
press started and it continued until the middle of 1998. Given the fact that the role of the 
media in the outcome of political conflicts was significant before the presidential 
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election, right afterwards it was unanimously recognized as crucial. Zassoursky claims 
that media became a public platform for political communication. As a result, there was 
a full interlacing of political and media spheres, which led to the formation of 
‘mediatization of politics’ (Ibid). It was a natural process in the late nineties, but the role 
of the media in the information system became much less self-dependent. Major 
economic groups, such as the AFK System controlled by Yuri Luzhkov, the Onexim 
Group and Alfa-TV, decided to make large-scale investments in the media, impressed 
by the efficiency of information technologies (Ibid). Curran & Park (2000, p. 84) 
determine this commercial restructuring as a ‘tabloidization’ of the print media, which, 
they think, was inevitable. Thus, several media groups became the owners of the 
traditional, democratic and independent media, such as Literaturnaya gazeta, Izvestia 
and Komsomolskaya Pravda. In those days it was a widespread practice that interests of 
the media owners dictated the main political position of the newspapers (Zassoursky, 
1999). 
Consequently, one more feature of the new period was the politicized and commercial 
capital that started to increasingly penetrate into regional media markets. Zassoursky 
explains this by the necessity to develop new systems of propaganda before the 
parliamentary elections of 1999 and the presidential election of 2000. In other words, 
politicians got an opportunity to influence the political situation in the country through 
the media that they could directly or indirectly control (Ibid). However, Curran & Park 
(2000, p. 84) emphasize that some editors preferred to remain independent and resisted 
funding from the state. All in all, the scholars note, that media were owned by ‘clans’, 
which is a key factor in the understanding of the political transformations in Russia of 
that time (Ibid, p. 88). 
August 1998 (the post-crises period) was a clear boundary, separating the processes 
taking place in Russia over the past eight years from the subsequent events. Ideological 
changes of the government policy led to the transformation of the Russian media. An 
important difference of the new phase from the late 1990s onwards was the 
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strengthening of the state role in the media. Therefore, during this phase the government 
relied on the loyal state media. As Becker (2004, p. 156) points out, it was a unique 
period for the media because, on the one hand, it was supported by the government but, 
on the other, the latter did not interfere much in the work of the media. The government, 
eagerly backed by the majority of the Parliament, then initiated an open conflict with 
the weakened financial groups in the course of which some of them lost their authority 
and power, whereupon, by and large, the media passed under control of the state 
(Zassoursky, 1999). Curran & Park (2000, p. 93) conclude that despite its obvious 
failings, the centrally managed apparatus of the Soviet Union had been replaced by a 
more efficient media market characterized by responsibility and diversity. 
Becker (2004, p. 147) defines the Russian media system in the Putin era as a neo-
authoritarian media system. It means that the state-owned media have limited autonomy, 
where key messages are under strong government control. As a matter of fact, during 
Putin’s presidency the Russian state has significantly interfered in the media autonomy 
in comparison with the Yeltsin era. Gessen (2000, p. 17) underlines the fact that Yeltsin 
was a great supporter of the free press. While Putin is inclined to believe that by means 
of strengthening the central institutions and controlling the press he can bring ‘order’ 
back to Russia (Becker, 2004, p. 148). However, it is true to say that using this policy he 
creates instability within the media environment as well as directly challenges 
independent media (Ibid). The Institute of Complex Social Studies at the Russian 
Academy of Sciences conducted a research regarding the social concern in the President 
and his policy in 1998-2004. The results highlighted that Russia’s population strongly 
believed in the absolute power of the authorities and 41% of the respondents supposed 
that “good leaders are more important than good laws” (Ilyichev, 2004, as cited in 
Tynkkynen, 2010, p. 182).  
Speaking about contemporary Russian journalism professor Vartanova (2008) notices 
the fact that Russia has passed through a long period of change. Political and socio-
economic transformations of the Russian media have led to the formation of a new mass 
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media system. Moreover, she points out that Russian and foreign scholars have different 
suggestions and convictions in terms of the nature, scope, and quality of the post-Soviet 
media change. However, all the researchers underline revised features of media systems 
in the post-Socialism period. Rantanen (2002, p. 5) sees the Russian media system as 
relatively advanced with intersection of the global and national features. Vartanova 
defines the contemporary Russian media as a system, which is characterized by 
combination of old and new features. According to her, today the media increasingly 
depend on all the participators of the market, including advertisers. Moreover, she 
argues (2008, p. 20) that “the structure of media markets is being shaped by wants and 
needs of these players, and this process seems to minimize the traditional impact of 
politics on the Russian media performance and activities”. 
Vartanova (2008) claims that the political influence on the media has been declining, 
which she considers to be a positive process taking place in the Russian media system. 
However, the government still plays a large role in the media censorship. Finnish 
researcher Nina Tynkkynen (2010, p. 183) admits that to analyze the Russian press is 
relatively challenging. As a matter of fact, different types of the media regulation in 
theory and practice can be observed in Russia. In principle, the state guarantees freedom 
of the press and unlimited access to information. In practice, Tynkkynen refers to a 
survey carried out by the Russian Union of Journalists between 2005 and 2006, which 
incontrovertibly displayed that about 80% of Russian journalists came across censorship 
restrictions and the state control in their everyday work (Azhgikhina, 2007, p. 1259, as 
cited in Tynkkynen, 2010, p. 183). Besides this, Oates points out that the Russian media 
policy can be characterized by strong consolidation of the Kremlin’s power (Oates, 
2007, p. 1288, as cited in Tynkkynen, 2010, p. 183). Considering this, Ponarin & 
Ponarina (2003, p. 119) state that if the Russian government stops to control the media, 
other governments will start to control the Russian media. The topic of this research has 
scientific interest because the Russian press, which plays an important role in the 
worldwide community, is analyzed in the context of environmental problematics. 
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3. Methodology 
3.1 Design of the study  
The objective of my study is to find out the following: ‘How is global climate change 
represented in the Russian media?’ (Q1). In order to answer the main research question, 
I have formulated the following subquestions: ‘How frequently did the top six most 
popular Russian newspapers write about global climate change in 2009-2013?’ (Q2), 
‘Do the Russian news media put global climate change high on their agenda?’ (Q3), 
‘What particular topics regarding the global warming issue were covered in the top six 
most popular Russian newspapers in 2013?’ (Q4). 
Before defining the methodology of this research project, it is important to indicate the 
main approach used in my study. My research is based on the social constructionism 
theory which assumes that humans try to rationalize their experience creating a model 
of the social world and observing its operation. Of vital importance is language, 
perceived as a certain system through which the reality is being constructed. Conbere, 
Heorhiadi & Christallini (2011, p. 2) claim that in the social constructionism context 
‘reality’ denotes “human understanding of the meaning of something”. According to 
Gergen (1995, p. 19), the basic principal of social constructivism implicates that 
scientific knowledge results from social processes constructed through social 
interaction. Likewise, Kukla (2000, p. 9) assumes that “social processes produce social 
facts”. Since I explore different climate change topics, I work within some space created 
by humans. To put it another way, it is important to find out how journalists construct 
the meaning of their texts. 
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In the analysis chapter, I focus on the semantic analysis, which basically deals with 
meaning of words and sentences (Goddard, 2011, p. 17; Bonacin et al., 2004). The 
semantic analysis as a study of understanding the language is based on functional and 
structural principles (Dijk, 1985; Goddard, 2011). According to Teun van Dijk (1985, p. 
105) “meaning of discourse expressions is a function of the meanings of their 
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component expressions”. In other words, through the words’ analysis the meaning of the 
sentence can be found. For the semantic analysis a structural principle should be taken 
into account (Ibid). So, using the semantic analysis a researcher can identify the 
meaning of certain signs within the text, which are coded in some linguistic form 
(Goddard, 2011). 
!
In view of the fact that the goal of this research is to gain a deep understanding of the 
meaning that the texts under study imply, the interpretive methodology is implemented 
here. Within the interpretive methodology researchers use different strategies with the 
purpose to elicit meaning which may not always be clear and obvious. As a matter of 
fact, attempts to glean from the data the meaning of something make the inductive 
approach (Conbere et al., 2011). Thus, this research is based on interpretive strategy 
which allows to carry out a comparative study of the content of six Russian newspapers 
– Nezavisimaya Gazeta, Gazeta.ru, Argumenti i Fakti, Komsomolskaya Pravda, 
Kommersant and Izvestia.  
!
The print media have distinctive features, which allow me to single them out of others. 
The contribution of the print media to providing information and transferring 
knowledge is remarkable (Patil, 2011, p. 2). It is true to say, that TV and radio have an 
impressive target audience, but I have decided to analyze the print media as one of the 
most effective tools of the interpersonal and collective human communication 
(Gurevich, 2004). Researchers are convinced that newspapers have the advantage of 
making a longer impact on the minds of their readers as well as forming an individual 
and public opinion (Gurevich, 2004; Patil, 2011). Newspapers are available sources of 
information for any member of society at any time. To get the information contained in 
newspapers people do not need to acquire any additional equipment or devices. 
Moreover, reading articles can be postponed for some time and can be resumed later. 
This effect of ‘deferred reading’ is challengeable in the context of TV or radio 
(Gurevich, 2004).  
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Owing to technical progress the contemporary patterns of the print media become more 
flexible. Published online newspapers save newsprint and distribution costs, which 
makes this source of information more accessible to people (Patil, 2011, p. 9). In my 
research paper I focus on the print media (electronic versions of six newspapers) 
because they have a vast media reach and convenient database. 
!
3.2 Data collection 
!
The experimental chapter of my thesis is subdivided into two parts – one describes the 
results of the quantitative analysis while the other renders the outcomes of the 
qualitative analysis. In the first part, the period of five years (2009-2013) is 
encompassed and the evolution of the climate change coverage is observed, whereas the 
second part embraces one year (2013) only. This particular year was chosen because it 
allowed to work with the latest news in the current Russian media context, which made 
my final conclusions, hopefully, more persuasive.!
!
In order to collect the data for my research I used the keyword method while scanning 
the websites of the six newspapers. The phrases ‘climate  change’ (‘izmenenie klimata’) 
and ‘global warming’ (‘globalnoe poteplenie’) provided me with links to 899 articles 
exclusively devoted to the issue under study that were published in 2009-2013, 158 
articles (17%) though were soon marked to be irrelevant for the set academic purposes 
as the key phrases there were used metaphorically and not in the initial meaning. Out of 
all climate-related articles, 111 appeared in Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 126 – in Gazeta.ru, 
75 – in Argumenti  i Fakti, 131 – in Komsomolskaya Pravda, 68 – in Kommersant and 
388 – in Izvestia (Table 1). Thus, 899 articles were under my attention within the 
quantitative analysis considering five-year period and 114 texts of 2013 were the 
sample for the rest part of the quantitative analysis as well as for the whole qualitative 
analysis. 
!
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I have chosen these six Russian newspapers because of two main reasons. On the one 
hand, these papers are highly popular and well-known in Russia. They cover Russian 
news as well as important international events. On the other hand, these periodicals are 
different in terms of their political and ideological line. It was interesting to analyze the 
coverage of the same issue from different points of view, and also to better understand 
the attitude of the Russian mass media towards the climate change issue. Below I briefly 
comment upon the nature of these newspapers, which clarifies some of my further 
conclusions. 
!
Table 1 Data collection 2009-2013 
*The data are from websites of the newspapers in question. !
Nezavisimaya Gazeta is one of the largest contemporary Russian daily newspapers, 
established in 1990. Nezavisimaya Gazeta is devoted to actual political, economic and 
cultural news in Russia and abroad. The main position of the newspaper is liberal, while 
the target audience is narrow social strata of the population. The circulation of the 
printed version of the newspaper is 94 000 copies a day (1,8 million copies a month). 
The name of newspaper
The number of  
‘climate change’ and/or  
‘global warming’ articles
The number of readers 
of online versions 
a day*
Nezavisimaya Gazeta 111 90 000
Gazeta.ru 126 143 000
Argumenti i Fakti 75 160 000
Komsomolskaya Pravda 131 500 000
Kommersant 68 109 000
Izvestia 388 138 000
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At the same time the readership of the online version is approximately 90 000 people a 
day. Since 2005 the owner of the newspaper has been a politician and businessman 
Konstantin Remchukov (Nezavisimaya Gazeta/www.ng.ru). 
!
Gazeta.ru is a Russian online newspaper, which was launched in 1999. On this website 
such spheres as politics, business, economics, society, culture, science, health and sport 
are covered every day. Besides, articles on technology, cars, real estate and travel are 
also frequently published (Gazeta.ru/www.gazeta.ru). In accordance with the last year 
marketing research carried out by the portal Sostav.ru, the target audience of the website 
reached 4,3 million of people a month. As a result, Gazeta.ru currently is in the list of 
three most popular news resources of Runet (Russian internet). The portal belongs to a 
private media company ‘SUP Media’ established in 2008 by Russian entrepreneur 
Alexander Mamut (Sostav.ru/www.sostav.ru).  
!
Argumenti i Fakti is a leading Russian weekly social and political newspaper founded in 
1978 and reputed to be independent. According to the information provided by the 
Granat Group, the target audience of Argumenti i Fakti are men and women aged 16 to 
55, mainly highly educated (www.ra-granat.ru). It regularly publishes relevant 
interviews, commentaries and analyses as well as feature articles on a variety of social, 
political, economic, cultural and other topics. Argumenti i Fakti also has regional 
editions. The circulation of the printed version of this popular newspaper has reached 
2,9 million copies a month. In addition, according to the ratings of Mail.ru and Rambler 
Top100, the electronic version of the newspaper has become one of the leaders among 
others (e.g Izvestia, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, Kommersant) in terms of the number of 
visits: more than 160,000 a day. The newspaper at present is owned by a pro-
governmental group represented by the Government of Moscow (Argumenti i Fakti/ 
www.aif.ru). 
!
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Komsomolskaya Pravda is one of the oldest daily newspapers in Russia founded in 
1925 and issued by the publishing house ‘Komsomolskaya Pravda’. Initially the 
newspaper was meant to serve as a mouthpiece of Komsomol, the youth wing of the 
Communist Party of the USSR, but following the collapse of the Soviet state it became 
a Russian nationwide daily tabloid. According to the website of the newspaper, the 
average circulation of the printed version of Komsomolskaya Pravda is 655,000 copies 
a day. The estimated readership of the online version is more than 500 000 people a day. 
Politics, economics, society, sport, science, family and health are the most frequently 
represented spheres in the newspaper. Nevertheless, the Komsomolskaya Pravda 
journalists write about Russian celebrities and their private lives more often than about 
something else. Apart from the newspaper, there are Komsomolskaya Pravda radio 
station and TV channel, famous for its interactivity. Since 2007 the newspaper has been 
owned by Russian businessman Grigoriy Berezkin (Komsomolskaya Pravda/ 
www.kp.ru). 
!
Kommersant is a Russian business-oriented social and political newspaper. It is 
published six times a week (from Monday to Saturday). The newspaper was first 
published in 1909 but closed down after the Bolshevik seizure of power till 1989 when 
it was re-established under the ownership of businessman and publicist Vladimir 
Yakovlev. It is a high-quality newspaper, extremely popular with the business 
community, which covers such topics as politics, economics, business, travel, incidents, 
society, culture, sport and some other specific themes. Kommersant’s average daily 
circulation is approximately 135,000 copies. The online portal kommersant.ru is visited 
every day by more than 109 000 people (Kommersant/ www.kommersant.ru). 
!
Izvestia is a long-running high-circulation daily quality newspaper in Russia founded in 
1917. Originally, it expressed Menshevik and Socialist-Revolutionary Party views later 
becoming an official newspaper of the Soviet government and remaining so until the 
dissolution of the USSR. Now it is perceived now as an ‘all-national’ newspaper of the 
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Russian Federation. The contemporary Izvestia represents the official point of view of 
the Russian government. The newspaper publishes articles on different topics from 
business and economics to politics and culture, covering different events that take place 
both in Russia and abroad, offering analytics, comments, reviews, discussions of all 
sorts. The circulation of the printed version of the newspaper in Russia is 148,672 
copies a day, in Moscow 51,020 copies, in the Commonwealth of Independent States 
23,587 copies and in Europe 4000 copies. The online version is viewed by 138 000 
people daily. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union Izvestia has been owned by 
different influential Russian business companies. Currently the newspaper belongs to 
the National Media Group (Izvestia/www.izvestia.ru). 
!
3.3 Data analysis methods 
!
In my research I use the quantitative as well as qualitative analyses to monitor the 
content of the Russian media. Researchers Shoemaker & Reese (1996, p. 31) note that 
media content is a complex substance that includes a wide range of texts, messages and 
sources. According to them, the main goal of the content analysis is in collecting these 
components in order to expose the key features of the subject that lead to some 
conclusions (Ibid). Lasswell, Lerner & Pool (1952, p. 18) define the content analysis as 
an objective and precise technique for describing the subject of communication. Using 
the qualitative or quantitative content analysis, one can analyze a broad range of 
different types of texts, including media reports, programs of political parties, articles 
from newspapers and magazines, promotional materials and other texts (Macnamara, 
2005, p. 1). 
The quantitative content analysis is chosen to be the central method of data analysis in 
my research because it allows to trace the frequency with which certain important 
themes are covered in the media. Berger (1991, p. 25) describes the quantitative content 
analysis as a research method for measuring the amount of something.  Berelson (1952, 
p. 18) sees the quantitative content analysis as “an objective, systematic and quantitative 
!42
description” of the media texts. Titscher, Meyer, Wodak, & Vetter (2000) note further 
that the quantitative content analysis is one of the most appropriate empirical methods 
for social investigation. According to them, it is the most technologically advanced and 
therefore, the most suitable for the systematic monitoring of large data streams (Titscher 
et al., 2000, as cited in Kohlbacher, 2006). Utilizing the quantitative analytical approach 
a researcher can summarize the findings in numerical terms.  
For example, the quantitative approach in this project helps me to study the climate 
change articles published over a five-year period and illustrates the importance of the 
examined themes. Precisely, I deal with 899 articles to analyze the frequency with 
which the climate change topics appear in the top six Russian newspapers. In addition, 
the numerical data of the research are provided in a table format, which facilitates their 
comparison. Juxtaposing the representation of the global climate change theme with 
other important and systematically covered topics in the Russian press (subchapter 4.1) 
I am able to determine the place of the environmental theme in the context of the 
Russian news agenda. 
The qualitative content analysis is conducted simultaneously with the quantitative 
content analysis within my research. Mayring (2000, p. 23) methodologically describes 
the qualitative content analysis as “an approach of empirical and controlled analysis of 
texts without rash quantification” within the media context. For this analysis different 
types of material such as verbal, visual or other are suitable (Ibid). Likewise, Neuman 
(1997, pp. 272-273) attributes the content analysis to ‘non-intrusive’ research 
techniques. He highlights the importance of the qualitative content analysis method in 
terms of gathering and analyzing the substance of texts (Ibid). 
According to Schreier (2012, p. 8), the qualitative content analysis is always used for 
“describing the meaning of qualitative material”. It is carried out by means of forming a 
coding frame with selected materials. Considering the data from the print media (or 
online versions of the print media), through classifying specific articles into categories a 
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researcher can generalize the findings. Zhang & Wildenmuth (2009) maintain the idea 
that the goal of the qualitative content analysis is to select the most important categories 
including some particular themes with a purpose to describe social reality. Hsieth & 
Shannon (2005, p. 12) echo to their counterparts saying that the qualitative method is 
used in analysis of the media for subjectivist understanding by a researcher of certain 
themes and patterns. In other words, this method suits the data, which is analyzed by 
means of interpretation (Schreier, 2012).  
Using the qualitative analysis I study the meaning of the selected texts, explore the 
content and titles of the articles and examine the attitudes of the journalists and the 
newspapers to my research topic. This type of analysis allows me to answer my main 
research question: how global climate change is represented in the Russian print media. 
Taking the aforementioned into consideration, it becomes clear that in this research 
project mixed methods are used. Many researchers support the idea of integrating both 
qualitative and quantitative methods into the content analysis and call this notion 
triangulation, which means the usage of mixed methods. Many researchers combine 
several methods together in order to get a broader understanding of the research topic. 
According to Creswell (2002), the concept of triangulation became a widely supported 
because of the need to combine different types of data. Consequently, such terms as 
multi-method, convergence and integration have become integral to research practices 
(Ibid).  
Shoemaker & Reese (1996) suggest using the quantitative and qualitative content 
analyses in order to make researches more valid and comprehensive. They emphasize 
that it is significant to use contextual codes to form a complete picture of a given topic 
(Ibid, p. 31). Newbold, Boyd-Barett & Bulck (2002) also are in favour of using both 
methods. According to them, while a researcher wants to find the essence of a context 
by means of the quantitative content analysis, he/she cannot capture the deepest 
meanings of the media texts. That is why he/she should pay attention also to the 
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qualitative method (Ibid, p. 84). Thus, both aforementioned methods are central because 
of the vast spectrum of opportunities which they together offer to researchers. 
In order to investigate the main research question, which concerns the representation of 
the global climate change issue in the Russian media, I carry out a mixture of qualitative 
and quantitative content analyses. Specifically, for the first subquestion (Q2) about the 
frequency of reporting on climate change articles in the 2009-2013, the quantitative 
content analysis method is implemented. Thoroughly examining a certain number of 
articles on climate change I conclude what attitude towards this issue the Russian media 
have. The investigation of the second subquestion (Q3) regarding the ranking of the 
climate change issue on the Russian news media agenda is carried out also via the 
quantitative content analysis. I compare the number of articles published on the topic of 
climate change with that of the articles devoted to other themes which are important to 
Russian society and determine the ranking of environmental issues on the Russian 
media agenda. I also examine the dependence of these results upon the pressure that 
may be exerted on the Russian media by the Russian government. Finally, I resort to the 
last subquestion (Q4) and work with the articles published in 2013 only, specifying with 
the help of the qualitative analysis which topics regarding global warming were touched 
upon in the selected materials. From time to time I use tables and graphs to report my 
findings.!
3.4 Validity 
!
In my research project, I explore the representation of the climate change and global 
warming issues in the online versions of six Russian newspapers. According to the 
opinions of Deacon, Pickering, Golding & Murdock (2007, p. 133), which I completely 
share, in the researches, where data are obtained from digital archives, there are three 
main points of validity.  
!
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Firstly, the search for the necessary information I do via keywords. It is vital to use the 
relevant keywords, which underline the core meaning of the theme. I used such phrases 
as ‘climate change’ and/or ‘global warming’ because of the fact, that these words 
reflected precisely the main essence of the environmental theme. Apart from this, in the 
second part of the quantitative analysis I carry out the same procedure comparing the 
number of articles on the global climate change issue with the number of articles on 
other important social and political themes in the Russian media and ascertain the 
prevalence. Secondly, I focus exclusively on journalistic texts in my research. Deacon et 
al. (2007, p. 134) point out that articles written by private individuals are not relevant to 
the scientific study of the sort that I undertake. In order to avoid unreliable texts, I use 
only the official sites of the Russian newspapers, where keyword search leads to the list 
of texts published by professionals and does not show common people’s opinions. 
Thirdly, my data do not pose any major ethical questions because of the fact that I work 
solely with such texts that are officially published. 
!
Considering the sources of my sampling, it should be noted that the six well-known and 
popular Russian newspapers that I chose for the empirical part of my work do 
systematically cover versatile pieces of news. The newspapers differ from each other 
not only structurally but also ideologically. In accordance with their editorial policy, 
they present diverse points of view towards the same issues. Because of the fact that the 
Russian media sphere is not confined to the aforementioned six newspapers, the 
conclusions which are made in this thesis can not be considered exhaustive but still they 
are plausible and significant enough.!
!
!
!
!!!!
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4. Analysis !
This chapter consists of two parts where I analyze the selected data via the methods of 
quantitative and qualitative content analyses respectively. In the quantitative part I 
examine a number of climate change articles published in six Russian newspapers in 
2009-2013. To better illustrate my findings I regularly resort to presenting them in the 
form of graphs or tables. Apart from this, I explore what important themes were on the 
Russian everyday media agenda in 2013. In other words, I have selected several most 
popular with Russian society topics and compared their coverage with that of the 
climate change theme. By means of this I define the importance of the climate change 
issue in the Russian press. Also I explore the ‘expert voices’ (primarily scientists’) heard 
in the articles on climate change. In the context of the qualitative analysis I examine the 
existing climate change debate and its role in the Russian media. It do that by means of 
defining certain semantic groups which the climate change articles in my sampling 
form. The whole analysis is aimed to show the attitude of the Russian press to the 
climate change theme. 
!
4.1 Quantitative analysis !
In order to answer the main research question about the importance of the climate 
change issue in the Russian mass media, firstly, I have completed the quantitative part 
of the analysis. I was interested in the frequency with which the climate change articles 
appeared in the top six Russian newspapers during the period of five years (2009-2013). 
!
4.1.1 Climate change topic 
!
As we can see in Table 2, which represents the frequency of appearance of the keywords 
‘climate change’ and/or ‘global warming’ in the articles published over the last five 
years, the coverage of the climate issue in the Russian press, roughly speaking, got 
reduced by half. The results of the analysis have showed that the number of these 
articles has fallen from 284 articles in 2009 to 114 texts in 2013.  
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Table 2 Global warming and the Russian press in 2009-2013 
!
The tendency of representation of the climate change theme in the Russian media can be 
directly connected with the Russian media ownership policy. The majority of all 
selected media are controlled by business corporations with the exception of the 
newspaper Izvestia, which belongs to the media organization ‘News Media’. The latter 
is directed by Russian journalist and editor Aram Gabrelyanov, who is a different type 
of leader in comparison with other business-minded owners of the Russian newspapers. 
Argumenti i Fakti is a state-owned paper, controlled by the Russian bank 
Promsvyazbank since 2008 and bought by the Government of Moscow in 2014. It is to 
be expected that the interests of the media in different kinds of topics depend on the 
prevailing political situation and contemporary business climate in the country.  
!
Specifically, the newspaper Izvestia had the strongest influence on the final outcome of 
the research, because of the fact, that it had the biggest number of articles on climate 
change in 2009-2010, which dramatically decreased by 2013. Considering the coverage 
of the global climate change issue, the other newspapers did not pay much attention to 
this theme. In Nezavisimaya Gazeta the number of articles lowered in 2010, reaching 
the peak of coverage (37 articles) in 2011, afterwards followed the decline again – in 
Newspaper/ year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Nezavisimaya Gazeta 30 17 37 16 11
Gazeta.ru 27 29 22 29 19
Argumenti i Fakti 17 18 9 13 18
Komsomolskaya Pravda 15 18 24 30 44
Kommersant 21 18 9 10 10
Izvestia 174 134 42 26 12
Total number 284 234 143 124 114
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2013 only 11 articles were published. It seems that Gazeta.ru demonstrated a rather 
stable interest in the climate theme as the annual figures insignificantly fluctuated 
during the given five years. Argumenti i Fakti has more or less the same tendency as the 
previous newspaper though it is among the least productive media in terms of this topic 
together with Kommersant, where the number of published articles significantly 
dropped from 2009 to 2011 and then remained practically unchanged. Komsomolskaya 
Pravda is the only newspaper out of all explored, where the number of articles on 
climate change grew steadily over the five years.  
!
Relying upon the digested results, one can see that four out of six studied Russian media 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, Gazeta.ru, Kommersant and Izvestia) have shown a declining 
interest in the global climate change issue. However, if the political and business 
newspaper Izvestia were excluded from the list, the final outcomes would be less 
dramatic. Moreover, two of the Russian most popular newspapers Argumenti i Fakti and 
Komsomolskaya Pravda have shown an increase of their concern about the climate 
change topic. While Argumenti i Fakti has slightly changed their interest, the journalists 
of Komsomolskaya Pravda have covered climate change articles in 2013 nearly thrice 
more often than in 2009. This newspaper positions itself as an entertaining tabloid with 
a tendency of presenting breaking news. Probably its interest in climate change can be 
connected with the possible sensational features of the climate change stories. 
!
In 2006 Cottle examined the news agendas of the world’s press for the global warming 
issue during 1997-2007. In his research Cottle pointed out that climate change and 
global warming acquired important features, which could move this problem into a 
further news phase of “intranational and international contention’’ (Cottle, 2009, p. 74). 
Cottle says that people are facing a serious challenge of global warming and he also 
claims that climate change has become extensively signaled in the news media. The 
results of the Russian press analysis conducted by Cottle exposed that the newspaper 
The Moscow Times showed the smallest percentage of reporting on the theme of climate 
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change in comparison with other twenty newspapers that the researcher selected from 
all over the world. Over the period of 10 years The Moscow Times published 82 articles 
on climate change while, for instance, the newspapers of Uganda, Kenya and Israel 
separately raised the question of climate change more than 200 times each. Speaking 
about European countries, the United Kingdom and its two newspapers The Guardian 
and The Observer together had the highest indices of representation of the climate 
change issue: 13085 articles in total in the period of 1997-2007, that was 159 times 
more often than in Russia (Cottle, 2009 pp. 73-74).   
!
Why does the problem of few in number climate change-related articles does exist in 
the Russian media sphere? Some researchers (Pankin, Fedotov, Richter, Alekseeva & 
Osipova, 2011) see the answer to this question in the Russian media policy. With 
reference to some experts they consider that many newspapers, including regional and 
80% of local papers, are owned by the government. Moreover, they believe that 
‘‘consolidation of direct state ownership or ownership by Kremlin-loyal oligarchs’’ of 
traditional TV channels, radio stations and print media strengthens government 
influence on the news media (Pankin et al., 2011, pp. 91-92). Given this fact, the media 
gradually lose their audience, but still remain primary sources of news for the majority 
of the population (Ibid). Besides this, Becker (2004, p. 140) refers to the Worldwide 
Press Freedom Index, which ranks Russia 121st out of the 139 evaluated countries in 
the list of ‘freedom challenged countries’. Likewise, Russia downgraded from ‘partly 
free’ to ‘not free’ in accordance with the Freedom House report, devoted to press 
freedom (Ibid). It is important to mention here that five out of the six newspapers 
selected for my analysis are owned by influential business organizations, which means 
the direct government control of their policy. 
!
The lack of climate change articles in the Russian print media also directly intersects 
with the poor state policy in the field of environmental protection. The example giving 
ground to such an assumption can be as follows: Russia is a major producer of the vast 
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amount of petrol consumed in the world and, according to Wilson Rowe (2013, p. 460), 
Russia is still among the world’s top five emitters of greenhouse gases, whose activity 
in this sphere increased by 10.7% over the period of 1998-2010. To be precise, 
Gazprom, Russia’s main energy company, plays a crucial role in this process. As a 
matter of fact, this company is one of the biggest gas organizations not only in Russia, 
but also around the world. This giant is under the full control of the Russian 
government, which means that it is protected by Putin’s administration in different 
controversial cases. With reference to Forbes, in 2011 Gazprom was the most profitable 
company in the world. It is popularly believed that the central policy of Putin’s 
administration is to develop the process of mining as well as to increase a massive 
construction of gas stations. Therefore, in 2012 Russia refused to participate in post-
Kyoto cooperation in terms of limits on greenhouse gas emissions. Gazprom was added 
by the Earth Focus Foundation to the list of twenty major greenhouse gas producers in 
the world. It should be noted that in 2011 Gazprom ranked fourth among the emitters 
with the incredible 4,5% growth of gas emissions in comparison with 2010 (Moorhead, 
2013, p. 6). For the above mentioned reasons, the Russian press, which is strongly 
dependent on the state, presents climate change and global warming in a poorly 
developed way. 
!
To sum it up, the analysis of the Russian print media over the period of 2009-2013 and 
the monitoring of the Russian agenda in 2013 have proved the existing tendency of an 
obviously declining interest in the global warming and climate change themes. It is 
important to mention a crucial role of the newspaper Izvestia in the final outcomes. 
Precisely, in 2009 and 2010 the number of climate change articles, covered by the 
journalists from this newspaper was the biggest part of the total results. Nevertheless, 
the observation of the figures has showed that the number of ecology related articles 
was decreasing over the past five years and reached the lowest indices by 2013. It is 
strongly connected with the fact, that Russian newspapers heavily rely on Russian 
officials, such as the President and other politicians. As a consequence, the newspapers 
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prefer not to publish information concerning political or economical aspects of the 
country’s life. But none of these papers criticizes the Russian policy in terms of ecology 
(as we can see in the next section). Thus, the low number of ecology-related articles 
gives no ground for diverse comments of scientists or researchers in the print media. As 
a result, the lack of this important point leads to preventing the climate issue from 
entering the public discourse in the country. 
4.1.2 The coverage of the climate change issue vs other important topics  
in the Russian press  
Besides exploration of the frequency with which the climate change articles appeared in 
the Russian print media over the period of 2009-2013, it is necessary for the results of 
my research to find out what other important and urgent themes attracted Russian 
journalists’ attention. In other words, it is interesting to ascertain how news issues 
dealing with political, economical and social aspects of Russian society were covered in 
the Russian press in comparison with different ecology-related issues. Reese, Gandy & 
Grant (2001, p. 11) call this approach ‘news framing’ and determine its function as 
“organizing principles that are socially shared and persistent over time’’. They claim, 
that the media select important events, which are always closely connected with society. 
In order to present these events as news stories, journalists use framing to organize the 
information in accordance with their ideas and principles (Ibid, p.  15). 
!
By means of a keyword search I have carried out a broader exploration of the main 
topics covered in the Russian media. I worked only with journalistic articles published 
in the six Russian newspapers (the same newspapers as in Table 1) in 2013 year. In the 
beginning of this chapter I have tried to determine whether the climate change issue is 
recognized in the Russian print media as one of the most momentous themes of the 
ecological realm. As we can see from what was written above, unfortunately, that is not 
the case. In order to carry out my comparative analysis, I have chosen several specific 
themes that may somehow agitate Russian society. The six key-words/key-phrases 
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(including ‘climate change’), are commonly used in the Russian media sphere. 
Moreover, they are referred to on a regular basis by common people who have nothing 
to do with journalism. 
!
Thus, the second (after ‘climate change’) key notion is ‘the activity of the 
Parliament’ (‘dejatelnost’ Parlamenta’). Because of the fact that the Russian government 
owns and controls the majority of the Russian media, journalists have to pay 
extraordinary attention to some events connected with the President, the Prime Minister 
and MPs. The Parliament is one of the unique places where all three actors are involved 
simultaneously. 
!
The third key notion is ‘unemployment’ (‘bezrabotica’). With reference to the Russian 
researcher Popov and to the results of the poll carried out by the ‘Russian Public 
Opinion Research Centre’, the problem of unemployment is one of the most vexed 
problems after inflation on the list of thirty socially important problems in Russia. The 
poll was conducted in order to find out the significance of urgent problems to Russian 
people. Approximately 1600 people were interviewed in 140 different regions and areas 
of the Russian Federation. As Popov is inclined to believe, people’s opinions regarding 
the acute problems of the country seriously depend on the officials’ statements in the 
media. To put it another way, if the authorities see a problem in a certain situation, 
people know about it. On the contrary, many problems are not in the public discourse, 
because they are not mentioned on TV or in the print media (Popov, 2010). 
!
The fourth key notion is ‘The Olympic Games in Sochi’ (‘olimpiada v Sochi’). Lately 
the Olympics were placed high on the Russian agenda due to the fact that they were 
held in Sochi, Russia in early 2014. Each newspaper covered different facets of this 
then upcoming event, such as the large-scale construction of the Olympic venues, the 
role of the officials in this process and the future prospects of Sochi after this sporting 
event. In the course of my analysis I singled out the articles which dealt with the issues 
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directly related to the sporting activities. In the centre of my attention was the 
preparation of the athletes for this event. 
!
The fifth key notion is ‘alcoholism’ (‘alkogolism’). With reference to the Russian Public 
Opinion Research Centre, Popov publishes a list of socially dangerous problems seen as 
such by Russian society. In accordance with the outcomes of his research, alcoholism 
ranks third after inflation and unemployment. The official statistics show that over 80% 
of Russians drink alcohol, a third regularly drinks vodka at that; there are 3 million 
registered alcoholics in the country, 75 thousand people in Russia die each year from 
alcohol poisoning (Russian Public Opinion Research Centre, 2010). 
!
The sixth key notion is ‘the President’. It is popularly believed that the President in 
Russia has big power in his hands and the media are also under his strong control. 
Journalist Maria Lipman (2009) emphasizes that the national media sources are used by 
the Kremlin as government propaganda. As far as she is concerned, the function of the 
Russian contemporary media is strongly cut because of the fact that influential tycoons 
spread pressure over the media. Lately Russia has returned to its traditional pattern – 
‘‘the overwhelming dominance of the state over the public and an aversion to Western 
liberalism’’ (Ibid). Wilson Rowe (2013, pp. 459-460) echoes that Russian politics as a 
“centralized form of governance” represents today rather a “vertically organized 
environment” with the key actors like President Putin and his allies. 
!
Graph 1 below shows the frequency of representation of socially important issues in 
Russia. The figures demonstrate that the selected Russian newspapers pay extraordinary 
attention to the President and his activity, especially so if we compare this topic with the 
other issues. Also Russian journalists consider with special attention such issues as the 
activities of the Parliament and the problem of unemployment. The newspapers write 
about these themes almost equally. As it was said before, the influence of the 
government dominates in news broadcasting in Russia. Pankin et al. (2011) write that 
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there is no public electronic media in Russia in the Western sense of the term, while the 
private media are mostly entertainment-oriented. Thus, I assume that the selected 
newspapers are among the main sources of information in Russia that cover various 
political and economic issues, however most of their reports are about the Russian 
President and his government. This can be considered a proof for another assumption: 
there is little or no freedom of the press in Russia, and most of the socially, 
economically or politically important issues are covered according to the ideological 
line of the press. 
Speaking about environmental issues, it is interesting to compare the Russian and 
Finnish media. The Finnish press seems to fulfill the function of the media to present 
the important worldwide issues conscientiously. Accordingly to my BA thesis 
(Ptashinskaya, 2012), ecological themes in the Finnish press are covered almost with 
the same frequency as economic issues. To be precise, within three months of the peak 
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of the economic crisis in Europe (autumn 2011), the Finnish political and social 
newspaper (its international edition in English) Helsingin Sanomat published 50 articles 
on economic problems and 30 articles on ecology (the gap is approximately 1,5 times) 
(Ptashinskaya, 2012, p. 73). Just to compare, the six selected Russian newspapers 
touched upon the theme of climate change 6 times less often than, for example, the 
problem of unemployment. 
!
‘Alcoholism’ is currently one of the most significant and vital problems in modern 
Russia. Popov (2010) has conducted a poll, according to which approximately 47% of 
respondents suppose that Russian people are addicted to alcohol because of poverty, 
unemployment and social disorder, especially in small villages (Ibid). Nevertheless, 
according to the analysis of the six top Russian newspapers (Graph 1), the journalists 
raised this issue 223 times in 2013. In comparison with the number of articles on 
‘Putin’, ‘the Parliament’ and ‘unemployment’, this figure is rather small. But it should 
be mentioned here that it doubles the number of articles on ‘climate change’. Graph 1 
also shows that ‘the Olympic Games in Sochi’ ranks fifth with 180 articles published on 
the issue though not all of them, to put it mildly, were devoted to sports. However this 
theme was among the top topics on the 2013 Russian media agenda. Moreover, 
President Vladimir Putin systematically discussed the process of preparation for the 
Olympics and, as a result, he played a central role almost in all  publications. 
4.1.3 Who speaks about the climate change issue in the Russian media 
Before finalizing the quantitative analysis section, I explore who had a right to speak 
about the climate change issue in the Russian media over the given period. I am 
interested in the role that both Russian and international experts played in the Climate 
Movement as well as I would like to find out whether Russian journalists normally 
accepted and relied on the knowledge coming from scientific circles or they were more 
inclined to query it and start their own investigation. In order to identify the level of 
influence these voices had on the policy making, it is necessary to examine the degree 
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of collaboration between scientists and politicians in the environmental sphere on the 
Russian scene in 2013. All in all, the observation shows that the participants whose 
voices were heard and conveyed further by the journalists were rather diverse.!
Table 3 Voices in the climate debate of the Russian media 2013 
Note: In this table, the category ‘scientific community’ includes university members (both national, international) as well as 
independent scholars; the category ‘environmental groups’ includes both national and international ecological organizations; the 
category ‘worldwide organizations’ comprises economic, financial and political institutions functioning around the globe; the 
category ‘politicians’ includes both national and international governmental actors as well as business voices. !
It should be mentioned that the articles selected for the qualitative analysis were also used for this part of the quantitative analysis 
except those which did not contain relevance for this research information.!
Nearly all Russian newspapers in question refer to the information provided by all four 
main sources. The most widely used voice (48%) belongs to the scientific community, 
especially the Russian Academy of Sciences which takes 20% of all scientific voices. 
Also, numerous representatives of different universities from all over the world 
(Georgia Institute of Technology (USA), Oxford University, Lomonosov Moscow State 
University, University of Alaska, etc.) regularly appear in the Russian media context. 
The web portal Gazeta.ru is obviously the leader in publishing articles based on the 
information retrieved from some serious academic studies.  
Newspapers/frames Scientific  community Politicians
Environmental  
groups
Worldwide 
organizations
Nezavisimaya Gazeta 11 9 4 2
Gazeta.ru 22 1 2 2
Argumenti i Fakti 6 2 0 0
Komsomolskaya 
Pravda 3 4 7 4
Kommersant 2 3 3 3
Izvestia 2 1 3 0
Total number of 
occurrences 46 20 19 11
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The journalists of all newspapers tend to present comments of true professionals and 
experts whenever they want to prove a certain idea. Wilson Rowe points out (2009) that 
it is difficult to overestimate the expert knowledge in the context of political decision 
making. Depending on the sphere or subject, the influence of science on the political 
debate may vary from significant to vital (Ibid, p. 608). However, Jung (1999, p. 4) 
claims that not always scientific practices serve to any particular political outcome. In 
the context of the Russian press, he admits the unwillingness of using scientific voices 
for clear notification of certain changes due to global warming, to which belong the 
following: increasing global temperatures, melting Arctic ice and rising level of 
precipitations (Jung, 1999, as cited in Wilson Rowe, 2009). Barry Barnes (1985, p. 99) 
defines the role of experts in the Russian climate decision making policy as “on tap but 
not on top” (Barnes, 1985, as cited in Wilson Rowe, 2009, p. 611). 
Thus, as seen in Table 3, the six Russian newspapers under study do resort to the 
scientific community voices when they cover certain aspects of climate change but they 
do so mainly when sophisticated stories about some well-known facts are needed, 
whereas disputable issues are usually completely ignored or presented in a very one- 
sided manner, which brings chances of any sensible debate to naught. 
The frame ‘politicians’ refers to the opinions uttered by different representatives of the 
authorities among whom are the President, the Prime Minister, MPs, businessmen etc. 
This frame can be characterized by thorough engagement with political and economic 
questions related to the climate change issue, where it is seen as a political, economic, 
environmental and scientific problem (Wilson Rowe, 2009, p. 602). As it was said 
before, Russian journalists prefer to apply to the scientific community for information 
(almost 50%). At the same time they believe it is also important to introduce the official 
position of the government on the climate change issue in order to show the cause from 
a new perspective. According to the results of my research, in 2013 the Russian media 
referred to the governmental voices in 21% of cases a year, which is twice less than the 
the number of cases when the scientific voices were implemented. The newspaper 
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Nezavisimaya Gazeta seriously surpasses the achievements of its competitors (9 
references or 45%) constantly demonstrating the attitude to the environmental policy of 
the Russian authorities. 
The newspapers Komsomolskaya Pravda, Kommersant and Izvestia are not very much 
interested in the academic sources, while in the context of global warming they trust 
some particular environmental groups that focus on the anthropogenic nature of climate 
change, its role in the greenhouse effect and the all-embracing cooperation of 
international experts trying to solve the problem. Thus, such well-known organizations 
in the sphere of climate as the World Wildlife Fund, Greenpeace, the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Climate Policy Initiative (CPI) and others often take 
the floor as important data sources (20%) in the Russian print media. 
Last but not least is the group of worldwide experts that make the following 
organizations: the International Finance Corporation (IFC), the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO), the World Economic Forum (WEF), the United Nations 
(UN) etc. It remains useful to look at the role of internationally active experts in various 
domestic contexts (Wilson Row, 2013, p. 459). This frame is referred to by the Russian 
journalists on quite a few occasions (11%). These organizations do not have any direct 
influence on the worldwide environmental policy, but indirectly they play an important 
role in the regulation of the climate change issue on the planet. That is why, they are 
perceived seriously by the Russian media agents.!
To sum up, Wilson Rowe (2009, p. 606) claims that experts and scientific knowledge 
are an integral part of policy making in modern states. But their role strongly depends 
on the political system itself (Wilson Rowe, 2013, p. 459). After interviewing 17 
Russian scientists participating in the international assessment work (the Arctic Climate 
Impact Assessment and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change), it was found 
out that while gathering the climate-related data the Russian scientists gained access to 
politicians only after the key decisions concerning climate had been carried out. It 
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means they did not participate in the process of forming and developing the climate 
change policy. In the context of the Russian climate policy, the scientific community 
receives only a mere declaration of some evident facts and changes as well as a reserved 
publication of international knowledge (Ibid, pp. 460-462). 
In other words, scientific voices are used broadly as sources of academic information in 
the Russian media reports. However the status of the scientific community in the policy 
making process is overlooked if not completely neglected. Gerber & Ball (2002) point 
out that Russian science lost 75% of donations from federal funds in the period of the 
post-Soviet political and economic transformations and in subsequent years. But they 
are inclined to believe that international experience can beneficially influence further 
involvement of scientific competencies in the solution of transnational problems in 
Russia (Ibid). 
All in all, consulting the experts and drawing on their expertise seems to be a part of 
Russian political culture (Wilson Rowe, 2009, p. 611). Russian journalists publish 
information on global warming with reference to the scientific community, worldwide 
organizations and certain environmental groups. Considering the frequently used 
materials of climate change in the Russian media, the experts from various scientific 
organizations as well as the researchers from numerous universities located around the 
world are the most valuable and reliable sources of information. The Government’s 
point of view is also presented but it is less detailed and informative.  
4.2 Qualitative analysis 
In the previous part of this chapter I carried out the quantitative content analysis of the 
top six Russian newspapers. I have found out that the number of articles on ‘climate 
change’ and ‘global warming’ declined from 2009 to 2013. Directly or indirectly, it may 
have been connected with the fact that throughout this period the Russian media 
increasingly paid their attention to the activity of Vladimir Putin, who after being the 
Prime Minister for a while in 2012 became the president of the Russian Federation. As 
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far as Wilson Rowe is concerned (2009, p. 611), Russian politics is relatively 
consolidated with the key figures of the President and the Prime Minister, while, in 
general, policy making is a complex process, involving many political actors. 
In order to answer the subquestion concerning the distribution of specific climate 
change topics in the Russian media, I have conducted the qualitative content analysis of 
some selected texts. The way how the climate change theme has been formulated in 
Russia offers an interesting case study. Due to the complex nature of the qualitative 
analysis I have carried out the analysis of the articles, which were published in 2013 
only (114 texts). This approach has allowed me to systematically monitor the current 
situation in the Russian media in terms of the global warming treatment. Considering 
the sampling, it should be noted that the articles that I picked for my analysis do not 
belong to the category of texts where global warming is randomly mentioned, vice 
versa, they focus on the issue. Having completed my research I managed to find out 
how the global warming theme was viewed and framed in 2013 by the journalists 
representing the six leading Russian state/business-owned newspapers. 
My content analysis includes the frame analysis part where I try to see and describe the 
construction of the global warming issue as a point on the Russian agenda. As per 
Jasanoff (2005, p. 23), whose definition is fully supported here, a ‘frame’ is a story 
presented in the public discourse including social, political and cultural understandings 
within a complex, sometimes controversial phenomenon. Laws & Rein (2003, p. 174) 
suppose that frames translate a problematic situation. Frames are constructed within 
certain interests of the actors involved, advocating these interests for the audience 
(Jasanoff, 2005, as cited in Wilson Rowe, 2013, p. 459). In order to understand the 
existing frames that underline specific climate change themes, one must become aware 
of them (Graph 2).  
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Graph 2 Overview of Frames and Subthemes on the Russian Climate Change Agenda  
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Having perused the climate change articles published in the aforementioned six Russian 
newspapers, I formed four frames: ‘Scientific nature of the climate change issue’, 
‘Russian participation in the climate change policy’, ‘International cooperation in the 
climate change discussion’ and ‘Sceptical position’. Semantically, these frames 
represent different views on climate change from several angles (scientific, Russian, 
international, sceptical). Usually one particular article includes many themes 
simultaneously. While some of them are limited, some of the topics intersect. To be 
specific, I have constructed a number of codes in the context of each frame, which 
describe the diversity of the frame’s content (Graph 2). Each code (e.g. Russian 
inactivity, measures, official position, etc.) consists of even more precise themes, which 
have been outlined in Table 4. As can be seen below, the authors of the articles under 
study present the climate change topic rather variously. 
Table 4 Public debate themes and frames of the 2013 Russian climate change coverage 
Climate Change Themes and Frames
Scientific nature of the climate change frame
Climate change has anthropogenic causes: we are responsible
Climate change is a natural process with natural causes. Humans are not responsible
Climate change will somehow affect people's wellbeing, the state of the economy 
and the quality of the environment
Changing climate is going to cause shortages and thermal expansion of water
Climate changes further melting of the polar ice and deglaciation of Greenland and 
Antarctica
Climate change could increase the risk to human health
Climate change is going to open new opportunities for resource extraction in the 
Arctic
Likely Climate Change Scenarios in the Arctic
The impact of industrial development on indigenous people
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Developing countries do not have any significant impact on climate change, but they 
suffer from it enormously
International cooperation frame
Countries depending on coal energy are not interested in reducing CO2 emissions
The Kyoto Protocol as a successful tool of economic assistance for developing 
countries
It is important to set up strict limits on CO2 emissions at the national scale
Climate change could provoke conflicts between Russia and the EU over the Arctic
Constructive international cooperation is an important element of solving the climate 
problem
Financial crisis makes climate change less important
Legal regulation of environmental protection in the region
Solution of the climate change problem is in green investment and technological 
innovation 
Renewable energy is the key to the problem of climate change
Wind energy is a modern technology ensuring the preservation of natural resources
Coal demand is growing in all regions of the world
ETS is a major component of the European climate change policy
Carbon tax could stimulate clean development
Russian participation frame 
Russia is interested in the Kyoto Protocol ratification for economic reasons
Russia does not have any pilot national projects concerning its ecological policy
Climate change could provoke conflicts between Russia and the EU over the Arctic
Companies should take an active role in emissions reductions, especially with the 
help of environmental reporting
To solve the climate problem we have to act quickly
Climate Change Themes and Frames
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4.2.1 Scientific nature of the climate change frame 
This frame is dominant in terms of the amount of space (46%) it occupies in the annual 
coverage of the climate change topics in the six leading Russian newspapers. Sub-
themes can be characterized as scientific texts about the nature of global warming. 
Specifically, a brief historical explanation of the climate change issue, the impact and 
reasons of the changes in climate and also predictions by researchers about the future 
development of global warming are the main semantic parts of this frame. Within these 
categories Russian journalists unfold the debate concerning the topics, presented in 
Table 4. By means of these scientific articles the journalists admit the reality of the 
climate change issue. The majority of them try to convey the complex nature of the 
climatic situation to the population. Thus, almost all the articles written from a scientific 
point of view are about negative processes connected with climate change. 
The impact of climate change takes an important position within the scientific frame in 
the Russian media (41%). The journalists mention several ‘spheres’ which have suffered 
from the changes in climate most of all (animals’ world, water composition, weather 
seasons etc.). Particularly, the amount of precipitations has significantly risen: ‘’The 
Moscow ‘HydroMeteoBureau’ has already officially recognized September as the most 
wettest month of the entire 130-year record. The usual rate of precipitations has been 
exceeded more than 2,5 times’’ (“The record downpour has led to record traffic jams”, 
Nuclear energy is the solution to the problem of climate change
Climate change is happening in Russia
Sceptical position frame
There is global cooling on the planet
Global warming is still a theory
Climate Change Themes and Frames
!Russia is going to benefit from climate change
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Komsomolskaya Pravda, 2013, September 24). In such articles the journalists highlight 
the importance of the climate change problem by means of strong evaluative phrases: 
“This is one of the manifestations of serious climate change on the planet” (Ibid).  
Gazeta.ru covers the theme of the climate change impact more attentively than the 
others. According to the journalists of this portal, animals and birds feel global warming 
sharply: ‘‘Our atmosphere is changing very fast and the pace of climate change is too 
brisk. Therefore, biosystem cannot adapt to these changes rapidly. That is why, for 
instance, huge reptiles may start disappearing instead of widening their natural 
habitat’’ (“The king of lizards named Jim Morrison”, Gazeta.ru, 2013, June 5). This one 
as well as some other closely related articles regarding the impact of global warming on 
fauna are long reports with direct citations of famous scientists. The journalists of the 
newspapers under study often pay attention to the situation with animals and birds and 
they try hard to provide their readers with immensely versatile data. That is why, not 
only do they describe the current situation, which is caused by climate change, but also 
discuss the past conditions as well as predict the future of the animal world: ‘‘As a 
result of global warming polar bears (Ursus maritimus) are likely to become extinct 
because melting of Arctic ice will deprive them of natural areas for foraging’’ (“Big 
tomtit is not afraid of warming”, Gazeta.ru, 2013, July 10). Moreover, these articles are 
constructed with due regard for a well-thought-out cause-and-effect relation, which is in 
no small way arranged with the help of such expressions as ‘therefore’, ‘as a result’, 
‘that is why’, ‘instead of’ etc. 
According to the articles in this frame, apart from the animal world, climate change  has 
simultaneously a serious impact on human conditions, water composition and melting 
of ice: “Global climate change reduces the ice surface of the Arctic Ocean” (“City in 
ice”, Argumenti i Fakti, 2013, October 30) or “Researchers note that the Arctic will 
become accessible in almost any possible scenario of climate change” (“Greenhouse 
gases dry breadcrumbs”, Gazeta.ru, 2013, March 5). Also the journalists claim that the 
increasing number and power of catastrophes may be directly connected with the global 
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warming issue: ‘‘Scientists from Beijing University made a conclusion that the number 
of storms might increase, while their destructive power might grow because of the deep 
processes caused by climate change’’ (“Hurricanes have warmed up”, Komsomolskaya 
Pravda, 2013, March 19). Many articles in the Russian media sound scientific as they 
contain plenty of scientific notions (e.g. wind shear, tropical cyclone, air masses).  
The average global temperature rise has affected nearly all spheres of human life. The 
Russian texts in the context of scientific nature frame are devoted also to agriculture and 
infrastructure, which have suffered badly from global warming: ‘‘In 2012 the harvest of 
grain and leguminous crops decreased by 17% in relation to the average amount in the 
whole country’’ (“Greenhouse gases dry breadcrumbs”, Gazeta.ru, 2013, March 5). 
Most often, suchlike articles begin with answers to some important questions, then 
follows everything of ‘declining interest’. Thus, an article on global warming may begin 
like this: “Global warming threatens agriculture in Russia, especially in regard to the 
cultivation of crops” (Ibid). Afterwards, the matter is briefly explained and supported 
with some quotes from scientific reports: “So, according to the ‘HydroMeteoBureau’, 
from 1907 to 2006 warming in Russia amounted to 1,29°C, while global warming in 
average was 0,74°C” (Ibid). 
Almost in a quarter of the articles filled with scientific information the journalists are 
interested in publishing scientific predictions about the future development of the 
current climate change situation: ‘‘The report contains information that natural climate 
cycles and human-caused global climate change will increase the influence on each 
other’’ (“The capital's residents will be able to swim in temporary pools in parks without 
fear of harmful emissions from incinerators”, Izvestia, 2013, May 21). The majority of 
the texts that speak about any destructive character of social progress easily predict 
catastrophic aftermath for the nature of our planet: “Strengthening of the natural and 
anthropogenic factors in the 2040s can lead to the most devastating 
consequences” (Ibid) or “Climate change may lead to extreme weather conditions which 
can increase the social and political instability” (“New British horizons”, Nezavisimaya 
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Gazeta, 2013, May 14). The texts about the possible future for Russia in the context of 
the global warming issue can also be found in the media: “The researchers predict that 
deteriorating weather conditions in different regions of Russia will lead to a 17% drop 
in productivity by 2050” (“Greenhouse gases dry breadcrumbs”, Gazeta.ru, 2013, 
March 5). Thus, in general, the journalists try to stick to the scientific manner of the 
climate change issue representation, which often includes predictions for the future: 
“They predict that the average temperature will probably increase by 6°C by the end of 
the century” (UNEP, 2005, p. 13). 
Considering the theme of possible reasons for global warming issue (21%), the Russian 
journalists mostly name damaging human activities: “Greenpeace environmentalists 
believe that the Arctic is melting due to the impact of human civilization” (“The risks of 
oil production will be weighed at the forum in Salekhard”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, 
September 25). The newspaper Nezavisimaya Gazeta pays a lot of attention to this 
theme, publishing different materials on the issue very frequently: “Natural climate 
cycles and human-induced global climate change will increase the influence on each 
other” (“Dirty Gazprom”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, May 21). In these extracts the 
authors present analytical texts dealing with the climate change problem. In some 
articles the journalists use comments by different officials, including President Vladimir 
Putin. Others, though, do not include any argumentation from the authorities: ‘‘Every 
year we pump into the atmosphere about 35 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide. It will stay 
there very long and the impact of greenhouse gases and sea level rise will continue. So 
every year our inaction will directly affect the future’’ (“You cannot equate climate 
change and pension reform”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, January 28). This article has 
a critical tone, where the author connects inactivity of the of the state in the field of 
environment with a serious problem in the social sphere of the country. 
By contrast, the authors of the Russian social and political newspaper Kommersant 
rather often refer to different official points of view within the texts. In this newspaper 
the majority of the 2013 articles are also devoted to wrong lifestyle habits and the 
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problem of modernization: ‘‘Motor transport is responsible for the increasing 
greenhouse gas emissions in Russia. The second main ‘culprit’ of the growing 
contribution of the Russian Federation to the global climate change process is the 
successfully developing oil and gas industry’’ (“The Russian Union of Industrialists and 
Entrepreneurs turns carbon arrow”, Kommersant, 2013, November, 1). In this article the 
authors use many figures in order to prove the negative tendency of the climate change 
development, because of the manmade activity: “From 2001 to 2011 CO2 emissions 
rose by 2,5 times and will continue to grow up to 30% per year” (Ibid). Thus, the 
journalists tend to compare different themes as well as the past and the present 
supporting their statements with statistical data. According to the latter, people play a 
crucial role in the climate transformations, which has been critically noted in the print 
media.  
Many international scientists also emphasize the interconnection between active burning 
of fossil fuels by people and the Earth’s temperature rise (Matson et al., 2010). 
However, the former head of the Federal Service for Hydrometeorology and 
Environmental Monitoring of Russia and later the President of the World 
Meteorological Organization Alexander Bedritsky (2004) supports another point of 
view. He suggests that climate change is a complicated process, depending on plenty of 
natural factors, where people play a modest role (Tolstov, 2004, as cited in Wilson 
Rowe, 2013, p. 457).  
Apart from the above-mentioned themes, within the scientific frame the Russian 
newspapers publish historical information with the detailed description of the events 
connected with changes in climate: “The contemporary warming period occurred after 
the period called the Little Ice Age, which lasted for about 400 years and ended in the 
19th century” (“New revolution in power engineering”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, 
March 27). In some newspapers (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, Komsomolskaya Pravda, 
Izvestia) the journalists in order to present a relatively small piece of information about 
the past within some other themes use what I would call a ‘flashback technique’. The 
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journalists of Gazeta.ru and Kommersant offer to their readers’ attention impressive 
reports about the climate change historical background. In these texts different points of 
view are juxtaposed and at least a brief description of particular periods in the past is 
given: “The 13-14th centuries BC were marked by significant climate changes 
throughout the world” (“Climate writes the history”,  Gazeta.ru, 2013, August 15). 
According to Jung (1999), scientific information goes in two main directions before 
getting into public discourse. On the one hand, scientists are concerned about protection 
of their professional interests from the authorities. On the other hand, the authorities 
tend to stick to neutrality and objectivity of different kinds of information (Jung, 1999, 
p. 4, as cited in Wilson Rowe 2009, p. 609). In his work, Wilson Rowe highlights the 
neutrality and restraint with which global climate change has been discussed in the 
Russian media (Ibid). 
As far as I am concerned, the Russian ecological agenda is full of texts based on 
scientific explanation of the climate change issue. However, I have also noticed that the 
majority of the articles contain many important facts about the global warming theme, 
but they do not include any interesting investigations or surveys regarding common 
people’s points of view as well as impressions and attitudes of the authorities at 
different levels.  
4.2.2 Russian participation vs international cooperation frames  
in the climate change discussion  
These frames consist of the texts on participation of the Russian community in the 
climate change decision making, on the one hand, and international concern about this 
issue, on the other (see Graph 2). I have decided to combine these frames into one 
subsection because it is important for me to show simultaneously the common and 
different features of the Russian and international attitudes towards the global warming 
issue.!
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These two categories are presented in the Russian media almost equally though the role 
of international cooperation (27%) slightly prevails over the Russian position (21%). 
Within these frames the majority of thematic categories is the same, including ‘events’, 
‘reports’, ‘measures’ and ‘Kyoto Protocol’. Specifically, the representation of such 
events as forums, conferences and summits takes an important place on the Russian 
ecological agenda going straight after scientific articles. Also the Russian journalists 
publish climate change information with reference to official documents or reports. I 
have separated the Kyoto Protocol as a specific theme, because I was interested in 
exploring the different attitudes towards this document of the Russian and international 
authorities. By ‘measures’ I mean active efforts made by the governments to maintain 
the ecological stability, i.e. new technologies, inventions and serious projects. Within 
the ‘Russian participation’ frame I have also highlighted some extra categories, which 
were frequently mentioned by the journalists: ‘Russian inactivity’, ‘Putin’ and ‘official 
position’. !
As seen in Graph 2, the ‘Russian participation’ and ‘international cooperation’ frames 
have different central subjects. Within the ‘international concern’ the journalists have 
highlighted mostly the measures which were taken by foreign states (36%): “The 
government decided to resume support for nuclear energy, because of the rising prices 
for oil and gas, reduction of fossil fuel reserves and climate change. The construction of 
a new generation of nuclear plants will provide the necessary security of electricity 
delivery and help to reduce carbon emissions’’ (“New British horizons”, Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, 2013, May 14). The Russian authorities, on the contrary, pay twice less 
attention to the preservation of our environment (18%): “The Russian government 
intends to discuss the State Council policy on the use of forests by 2030. 
Environmentalists are pleased that the report includes the issue of transition to the 
European model” (“Woodcutters, go away from the forest!”, Gazeta.ru, 2013, March 
14). In the main, such articles are positively oriented (people can prevent the climate 
change catastrophe) and they also provide detailed information. The journalists try to 
publish information regarding the state’s efforts to alter the existing climate change 
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situation very carefully and with special attention: “The result of the large-scale efforts 
to decarbonize the European energy sector is a persistent decrease of the 
emissions” (“Clean energy in question”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, September 10). 
According to the texts of this category, the Russian officials discuss the theme of what 
should be done in the climate change situation, but Russia still does not have at least a 
pilot (experimental) national ecological policy project.  
While monitoring all these articles, including the ones about the active measures aimed 
at supporting the ecological policy, I noticed that the Russian-oriented articles differ 
from the international news semantically. In the articles devoted to the Russian 
participation in the process of maintaining ecological safety, the journalists used many 
figures and diagrams as well as versatile data on the subject in order to sound more 
convincing to the audience: “For exceeding the free quota sanctions will be imposed — 
€ 100 per ton or a ban on flights. In 2012, Aeroflot estimated their expenditure on 
exceeding the quota fines at € 40 million and by 2025 they will have amounted to € 800 
million. According to the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), in the 
coming 15 years the carriers will spend more than $150 billion’’ (“Airlines will not pay 
for the damage to the air”, Kommersant, 2013, October 7). However there were no 
comments from the officials or any scientific organizations about these figures. As a 
consequence, the obvious lack of the officials’ arguments makes these texts one-sided, 
which may undermine people`s confidence in the information given (Boykoff et al., 
2007; Wilson Rowe, 2013). The texts in essence are based on the discussion of the 
future policy, while the already taken measures are presented in a poorly developed 
way: “The conducted in recent years experiments on gas production from gas hydrate 
deposits in permafrost areas have shown that it is possible” (“Methane hydrate 
challenge”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, April 9).  
By contrast, in the texts about international involvement in the climate policy, the 
Russian journalists rather variously describe the projects, realized by the international 
community: “The United Kingdom began to gain experience in trading greenhouse gas 
!72
emissions allowances in 2002 with the launch of the UK Emissions Trading Scheme 
(UK ETS) and became the first country in the world to launch such a diversified 
system” (“Russia at climatic  crossroads”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, January 15). In 
the context of presenting, for example, the British measures towards climate change, the 
journalists publish numerous interviews or large-scale commentaries from the officials, 
such as R. Kashmir, the Chief Executive Officer of the United Kingdom Atomic Energy 
Authority (UKAEA) and Ian Trim, the head of the climate security of the British 
Embassy in Russia. Likewise, many figures in the international news are supported by 
references to the most respected newspapers: “According to the Daily Telegraph, this is 
a serious blow to the national plan for upgrading nuclear power plants safety. Now, only 
the French company EDF (Électricité de France S.A.) remained among the participants 
of this huge project, but they clearly cannot afford to invest 14 billion pounds” (“New 
British horizons”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, May 14). Apart from this, in the 
‘international cooperation’ frame the texts about donations to the climate change policy 
making actors are presented rather frequently (7%), in comparison with the ‘Russian 
participation’ frame, where this theme is totally absent. As per Wilson Rowe (2013, p. 
458), the journalists often use the practice of internationally produced assessments in 
order to entail trust and credibility at the national level. 
The ‘International cooperation’ frame can be characterized by high coverage of detailed 
information from official reports (34%): “According to a recent report from the Carbon 
Tracker organization and the London School of Economics, in order to prevent the 
catastrophic warming of the planet by more than ± 2 C, 80% of fossil fuels must remain 
in the ground” (“Banks are accused”, Kommersant, 2013, September 10). Events, such 
as forums and conferences are also presented by the journalists with special attention 
(19%): “At the conference held in Salekhard, the politicians say that ice melting in the 
Arctic gives great opportunity for shipping and resource extraction. But they keep silent 
about the other side of climate change — floods and droughts that are already costing 
billions of rubles. If they continue to consider climate catastrophe to be a business 
opportunity, the damage from it will soon repeatedly surpass the possible profits, which 
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Gazprom and Rosneft plan to have got by 2025’’ (“The risks of the oil production will 
be weighed at the forum in Salekhard”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, September 25).  
!
In general, the information from these documents is critically oriented in relation to the 
nature of climate change. Specifically, these texts are about the decision-making process 
in terms of the climatic transformations that have already taken place on the Earth. 
Within this sub-theme the journalists publish the official discussion of the unfavourable 
climate changes: ‘‘The main conclusion from the IPCC statement in Stockholm is that 
the anthropogenic influence on the climate system is obvious. Climate warming 
becomes unambiguous” (“Even if we stopped giving birth, the warming would 
continue”, Gazeta.ru, 2013, September 27). In such texts their authors prefer to use a 
so-called ‘flashback technique’ to describe the history of climate change: “It has been 
observed over the past 160 years — each of the last few decades turned out warmer than 
the previous one’’ (Ibid). 
!
Within the ‘Russian participation’ frame, only a minority of articles deal with Russian 
involvement in different conferences (12%) and reports (9%): “The paper devoted to the 
analysis of the impact of climate change on agriculture in Russia concludes: the climate 
of Russia is more sensitive to global warming than the climate in many other regions of 
the globe” (“Greenhouse gases dry breadcrumbs”, Gazeta.ru, 2013, March 5). The 
theme of the Kyoto Protocol is presented in this frame slightly less (3%) than within the 
international cooperation frame (7%): “Russia decided to refrain from participating in 
the second phase of the Kyoto Protocol” (“Carte blanche. London dictates the carbon 
policy”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, April 4). The majority of the articles devoted to 
the Russian attitude to the Kyoto Protocol underline the fact that Russia tends to avoid 
any serious transformations in its environmental policy: “It was a deliverance from the 
old "baggage" - the Kyoto Protocol” (“The nuclear potential of individual countries”, 
Argumenti i Fakti, 2013, January 24). 
!
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As a consequence of low interest in climate change demonstrated by the state, the 
Russian journalists emphasize the ‘Russian inactivity’ in the process of environmental 
policy making: “Environmental standards are not yet a ready commodity in 
Russia” (“The number one energy technology”, Izvestia, 2013, March 12). About 30% 
of space belongs to the articles telling about the harmful policy of the Russian 
government or its business organizations: “The Russian energy company, Gazprom, 
according to the World Wildlife Fund Russia, hit the top twenty producers of 
greenhouse gases in the world” (“Dirty Gazprom”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, May 
21). Thus, the texts of this category serve as a covert critique of the climate change 
policy in Russia.  
!
Putin is often mentioned in the ‘Russian participation’ frame (21%). Despite the fact 
that these articles are connected with the President’s name, they do not include any 
official statements from the President about the climate change regulation. It can be 
argued that the discussion of the global warming theme within this frame points out the 
official position of the Russian government towards ecology, which is rather concealed 
(6%): “Russian companies unlike most European ones are not ready to submit the 
required accurate reporting of direct and indirect greenhouse gas emissions associated 
with their production activities and corporate climate policy” (“Carte blanche. London 
dictates the carbon policy”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, April 4). So, with reference to 
the 2013 climate change articles, the official position of the Russian government can be 
defined as relatively vague. Obviously the theme of environmental safety is present on 
the Russian agenda, but economic interests of such big national organizations as 
Gazprom obstruct the development of the climate change policy in Russia. 
!
4.2.3 Sceptical position frame 
Despite the fact that the majority of the articles under study avouch global warming 
with proofs, about 6% of the texts in the Russian media present the opposite point of 
view. Some of them include information about a new Ice Age (56%) instead of 
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warming: “The theory of global warming remains a theory so far. It is opposed by 
another one asserting that we are faced with a cyclic pattern of climate changes. Thus, 
according to the forecast of the Russian Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute (AARI) 
of Russia, in 10-15 years the Arctic will again start cooling” (“Extremely cold war”, 
Kommersant, 2013, October 14). Nevertheless, a clear justification of the statements in 
terms of a new Ice Age is absent in the texts. Some of the articles are impressively long 
and have many intersections with different aspects of our lives. The majority of the 
articles starts with a statement about the denial of the global warming issue, afterwards 
the author gives a more or less full explanation of this kind of view. 
There are those as well that completely deny global warming as an existing problem in 
our environment (33%): “There was no global warming at least over the last 17 years, 
the temperature of the lower atmosphere on the planet was not actually increasing. – 
said the head of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Rajendra 
Pachauri” (“New revolution in the power engineering”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, 
March 27). As we can see from the above mentioned extracts, the authors of the texts 
refer to the scientific community using different sources of information such as well-
known Russian (AARI) and worldwide (IPCC) environmental organizations. 
Wilson Rowe (2009) notes that the Russian media sphere has a sceptical tone regarding 
the global warming issue. Sceptics deny any human impact on climate emphasizing 
non-anthropogenic causes of the changes. Not only some researchers but also many 
state officials support the policy of global warming denial. For instance, Putin’s 
economic advisor Andrei Illarionov (2005) called talks about warming on the planet — 
‘charlatanism’, underlining that the theory of global climate change was not proved by 
scientific facts (House, 2004). Sergei Mironov, the pro-Kremlin Speaker of the 
Federation Council officially supported the theory of global cooling alleging that carbon 
emissions did not affect the climate (Shuster, 2007). So, according to Wilson Rowe 
(2013), climate change scepticism is still alive and widespread in Russia. However, in 
general, people perceive the global warming theory as a fact (Ibid, p. 457). 
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Cottle (2009) supposes that people can prevent the environmental challenges relying 
upon democracy and technological know-how. However, according to him, this point is 
still overlooked. Despite the sceptical attitude of the scientific community towards 
possible solutions of the global warming issue, some of the Russian journalists believe 
that the process of climate change can be beneficial to people and their lives (11%). In 
an interview with a Russian MP, the journalist notices his positive perception of the 
current climate change situation: ‘‘Working on the budget, I can see how much money 
is spent on heating, snow removal and icing. I think that warming might reduce these 
costs, bring huge profits to the state and stop the outflow of the population in the Far 
East’’ (“An MP has planned to turn the Amur River”, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, 
October 15). This article was the only one, overtly suggesting that warming could be 
auspicious for Russia. As a matter of fact, researchers see a significant role of Russia in 
the process of climate change, but generally, the Russian media in 2013 avoided any 
serious discussion of the climate change impact on Russia (Gruza et al., 1999; Sharmina 
et al., 2013). 
!
All in all, sceptical articles are present on the Russian ecological agenda though there 
are not very many of them, moreover, they are not as informative and versatile as the 
texts in the scientific nature frame. The journalists often devise catchy headlines telling 
their stories about global warming denial in the scientific community e.g. “The end of 
global warming” (Sergeev, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 2013, February 25), “Global cold will 
cover the Earth in 2015” (Novikova, Komsomolskaya Pravda, 2013, June 30). 
Nevertheless, the structure and the core essence of the texts can be characterized by 
weak argumentation versus the articles representing the theme of global warming on the 
planet. 
Taking everything into consideration one can without reserve say that the Russian press 
covers the climate change theme from different angles. The Russian journalists try to 
show the problem of climate change multifariously, familiarizing their readers with its 
past (reasons, history) and its present (impacts, benefits, reports). Likewise, they 
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publish some information about the future (predictions) of the climate change issue. As 
seen in Graph 2, the level of scientific input all in all is clearly higher than any other 
(Wilson Rowe, 2009, p. 607). The Russian journalists agreeing with some Russian as 
well as international scientists see the main reason of the existing climate change 
problem in careless human activities, such as usage of powerful motor cars, the 
development of oil and gas industry, neglect of global climate change proofs. They 
present their climate change articles in the form of versatile reports not without some 
evident scientific significance. The journalists as a rule resort to comments from the 
scientific community to make their materials sound more substantial, however, in the 
texts about the actual reasons of climate change they avoid pluralistic argumentation.  
Despite the aforementioned, I am inclined to believe that there is still much to be 
desired in terms of the thematic content and intensity of discussion in the media sphere. 
A somewhat broader scope of opinions both political and public might be recommended 
in order to raise the problem to a new level. Thus, given the fact that Russia positions 
itself as a democratic country incorporated into the world system, it is very important to 
have in the press an open and versatile debate about the most urgent issues that cause 
anxiety around the globe.  
!
!
!
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5. Conclusion !
This thesis was aimed at investigating which actors and factors influenced media 
coverage of climate change in Russia in 2009-2013. Climate change was officially 
declared by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change two decades ago to be one 
of the most dangerous transformations on the planet (Sharmina et al., 2013). To the 
process of these changes as well as to their consequences that become increasingly 
tangible, Russia, unfortunately, bears a direct relation being (1) the largest country on 
the Earth with almost two thirds of the country’s territory underlain by methane-rich 
permafrost (Ibid); and (2) one of the greatest greenhouse gas emitters (Wilson Rowe, 
2013, p. 460). There have been many negotiations between the scientific community 
and the state authorities in Russia concerning the treatment of the issue of climate 
change.  Since the media all over the world transferred the debate around this issue into 
public discourse, I considered it to be of the utmost importance to explore how the 
media presented the problem to the Russian audience in the aforementioned period of 
time. 
!
In this context, the purpose of the current study was to determine the place of the global 
warming issue in the 2013 Russian mass media. Through (1) carrying out the analysis of 
the frequency of appearance of the climate change articles in six Russian newspapers in 
2009-2013, (2) using framing and coding systems while dealing with certain themes, (3) 
identifying the voices heard in the press when discussing climate change and (4) 
comparing the coverage of the climate change issue with other important themes in the 
Russian media, I have received some interesting findings.  
!
After taking into account the final outcomes of the analysis concerning the 
representation of the climate change issue in the Russian media I can formulate the 
following conclusions. This study has revealed that generally the climate change issue is 
present on the Russian media agenda. However, some years ago the concern of the 
Russian journalists about the issue was bigger than later in 2013. Also the media 
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discourse analysis has shown that the discussion of the climate change issue that took 
place in the online versions of the studied newspapers in 2013 mainly related to 
different economic and political matters with Vladimir Putin being the central figure of 
it all. At the same time, the newspapers paid much less attention to the themes 
concerning social and environmental problematics. 
Such a tendency can be connected with the Russian media policy which is defined as a 
“direct state ownership or ownership by Kremlin-loyal oligarchs’’ (Pankin et al., 2011, 
pp. 91-92). Given that Russia left the Kyoto Protocol agreement in 2012 as well as that 
Russian oil companies (e.g. Gazprom) are in the list of the major emitters in the world, 
Russia is not much interested in the development of the environmentally-friendly 
policy. As a consequence, the newspapers dependent on the official point of view cover 
only those themes and topics which reflect the current state’s concern.  
One more conclusion that could be drawn here is that the presence of scientific voices in 
the climate change debate coverage by the six top Russian newspapers remains 
relatively high (see Table 3). Consulting the experts from the scientific community 
plays an important role due to the fact that the Russian media do try whenever they find 
it possible to add some credibility to their materials. Nevertheless, considering the 
contribution of the Russian scientists to the environmental policy making process, it is 
still rather overlooked than respected.  
The detailed media analysis resulted in identifying four main climate change theme 
categories. The most obvious finding here is that the Russian journalists publish 
systematically the articles devoted to the scientific nature of climate change and pay a 
lot of attention to participation of the international community in the climate policy 
making. Within these dominant frames the most frequently discussed themes were 
“Climate change has anthropogenic causes: we are responsible”, “How climate change 
will affect people's well-being, state of the economy and quality of the environment”, 
“It is important to set up strict limits on CO2 emissions at the national scale” and 
“Solution of the climate change problem is in the green investment and technological 
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innovation”. The analysis of the frames revealed that the frame concerning the Russian 
involvement in the climate change agenda setting was represented in a less developed 
way. Within this category the journalists emphasized the inactivity of Russia’s 
population towards the ecological safety, which may not be said though about its 
President, Vladimir Putin. 
The present study also confirms the findings of the previous studies in this sphere 
(Sharmina et al., 2013; Shmeleva & Shmelev, 2012; Wilson Rowe, 2009, 2013) 
regarding a low concern of the Russian journalism about the fair representation of the 
climate change issue in the media. Moreover, it contributes additional evidence to the 
fact that the development process of the Russian media is still under way. Because of a 
widespread censorship policy, newspapers have no chance to present a different kind of 
news and be independent from the state ideology. As a result, people are not aware of 
serious transformations on the planet caused by global warming which, to a certain 
extent,  is a result of their indifferent attitude to environmentally-friendly activities.   
Finally, it should be noted that the results that I received having completed my research 
may not be considered absolutely exhaustive. Though the six newspapers that I studied 
do belong to the category of the most popular and respectable print media in Russia they 
make only one group of information generators and distributors. The total number of 
newspapers published in Russia approximates to 9000 while the number of magazines 
published in the country exceeds 6000. Apart from this, there are many TV and radio 
broadcasting companies as well as some Internet sources that also have their own 
customers. Nevertheless, the findings of my work may be called reliable and they may 
well induce other scholars to continue studying the issue of climate change using the 
same experimental setup. It would be interesting, for example, to assess the effects of 
the climate change theme in all existing Russian media. Hopefully, some data from the 
present research project will serve as an updated base for further in-depth analyses of 
the Russian media in the context of a broader environmental theme, which according to 
scientists, will be even more important in the future. 
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I also hope that my research findings have a certain share of practical significance and if 
taken into account they may be applied in different spheres of life in the country. There 
are several necessary changes which need to be made in the Russian environmental 
policy as well as in the media structure. Firstly, Russia should reconsider its focus on 
taking benefits from mining and pay due attention to environmental protection. 
Secondly, all the projects and regulations concerning the climate change policy should 
become part of the Russian everyday news agenda. And finally, the media should get 
the opportunity to be independent from business and government influences and cover 
acute issues properly. 
!
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